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INSIDE THE INQUIRER 


It was in 1948 that I first came to Nashville to become a professional recording artist for such 
small obsolete labels as FORTUNE and TENNESSEE. I remember it with a clarity as if it 
were yesterday. DECK OF CARDS was a big song, TENNESSEE WALTZ was big, SIGN- 
ED, SEALED AND DELIVERED was big. But the giant song that year was BOUQUET OF 
ROSES by Eddy Arnold. Even President Truman said he loved it. Eddy Arnold was the hot- 
test singer in the country. I still remember my first meeting with George Morgan at what used 
to be Linebaugh’s Restaurant. George had come to the Opry from Wheeling, West Virginia, 
to replace Eddy who had just departed for bigger things. George loved Eddy’s singing and he 
spoke about him as a novitate might talk of the virgin Mary. To hear George tell it, there was 
this ineffable quality that set Eddy apart from the other country singers. George was right. 
Eddy’s records sales prove it. He is by far the biggest selling country singer of all time. In addi- 
tion he is a warm, gentle human being, one of the very few that I’ve know personally (and I’ve 
known them all) to wear success well. We think Eddy’s story is fascinating and we hope you’ll 


find it interesting. See you next month. 
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In 1951, Lefty Frizzell was at the top of the heap in the country music world. At one 
time he had 5 songs in the Top 10, and eclipsed even Hank Williams in popularity. For 
two years he could do no wrong. yet he was washed up a a big name at 35 and dead 
before his 50th birthday. Read about his tragic yet poignant career in our December 
issue. It’s fascinating reading. 


Country Music Inquirer is published monthly by Roy Hall Attractions, 1300 Division St., Suite 205, Nashville, TN 37203 (615) 292-0734 
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Beauty + talent = $$$$$ 



















She’s a magnificent sight to look at: stylish, witty, glamourous, feminine—and to our eyes, astonishingly — 
beautiful. And what a talent. 







From the very beginning, Barbara knew what she wanted and went after it. And she was well equipped to do 
business with the industry giants. Everything was drive. She was always professionally ambitious and in love with 
the star image, insisting on constant self discipline and organization. She is iron-willed in many ways but she is also 
a genuine human being. Is there anybody who doesn’t love her? Even those critics who sometimes feel like criticiz- 


ing her vocal ability, don’t—because they love her so much. 








Now her many abilities have been given the golden opportunity to rear their impressive head and it is going to be 
most interesting to see what direction her career takes in the next five years. 
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This two time CMA ENTERTAINER OF THE YEAR has exceeded all expectations and is now, in our opinion, 
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LORETTA BOUNCES BACK PIE. IN THE EYE WITH DAVE ROWLAND HEE-HAW FUN 


NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE: Nashville’s 
own Country Music Queen LORETTA 
LYNN_recently completed _an_engagement 
to a packed house at HARRAH’S CLUB in 
Lake Tahoe, Nevada. Loretta is now back 
on the road again after collapsing from a 
real bad case of nerves and exhaustion, dur- 
ing a tour through the Southern states. 
“She bounced right back,’’ said her 
manager, DAVID SKEPNER. ‘‘That’s 
what entertainers do. They run themselves 
down until the body says, That’s it, lights 
out! But once they get the rest they need, 
they’re okay again. Loretta’s just fine!’’ 
Worry, sleepless nights and a heavy concert 
schedule in the roaring hot South put the 48 
year old queen in the hospital again and 
forced her to cancel an appearance on The 
Tonight Show. Doctors in Mobile, 
Alabama ran tests on Loretta and pro- 
nounced her in fine shape except for the ex- 
haustion. With the regular use of medica- 
tion, she has control. over the ulcers that 
nearly killed her in 1981, and she tries to 
stick to an ulcer diet. Loretta says she is also 
learning not to keep her fears and pressures 
bottled up inside, but she admits, it’s still a 
struggle for her. Loretta’s biggest fear ap- 
parently is her hectic touring schedule, try- 
ing to keep the family together (she and her 
husband MOONEY have two sons and four 
daughters) and making a living at the same 
time. Loretta’s chief concern these days is 
her husband’s health, their family breaking 
apart and the possibility of losing 
everything that she has worked and sacri- 
ficed for. Loretta is afraid of being poor 
again. Loretta now claims that she knows 
how to handle her problems without mak- 
ing herself sick. ‘‘The doctors told me that I 
wouldn’t be around to help anybody if I 
didn’t take care of myself first,’’ Loretta 
says. Well, I’d say that’s good advice for all 
of us Loretta! Please do take excellent care 
of yourself, maybe even slow down a little, 
and best wishes from all of us at the Coun- 
try Music Inquirer. 








* BUDDY KILLEN with TREE INTER- 


NATIONAL (the largest song publishing 
company in the world) recently signed on 
eight new songwriters in a single week. In- 
cluded in Tree’s signing were CHIC 
RAINS, B. JAMES LOWRY, RON 
MOORE, GARY NICHOLSON and 
CRAIG MORRIS. Renewing. their con- 
tracts were DON COOK, DAVE KIRBY 
AND WARREN ROBB. Buddy handed 
out more exclusive writers’ contracts in one 
week than many publishing companies 


hand out in a year! Tree has been : ; 
BILLBOARD magazine’s number one §. - + » Tom Grant, popular Nashville entertainer is a regular on the Ralph Emery early morning TV show and NASHVILLE NOW, the Nash ville Cable Network Show. 
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country publisher for 10 -years, an ac- 
complishment Buddy attributes in part to 
his policy of keeping large numbers of 
writers in his service at all times. He went 
on to say that he is still looking for great 
writers, or writers with great potential, but 
so-called ‘‘street writers’? need not apply! 
The bottom line is, ‘‘they just don’t walk in 
off the streets. Of all the people who have 
sent us unsolicited tapes the past 30 years, I 
can’t think of a single one we’ve been able 
to use!’’ So, take notice all you aspiring 
songwriters out there, save your time and 
postage, and concentrate on some of the 
smaller publishing houses! 


I saw THE FIRST LADY OF COUNTRY 
MUSIC TAMMY WYNETTE recently at a 
local eatery and friends she has never look- 
ed better! This is not to say that she hasn’t 
been spotted around town dressed in old 
corduroys and scruffy high boots that even 
the Salvation Army wouldn’t accept! This 
is the same lady that has had 35 number one 
hits, including ‘‘Stand By Your Man’’ 
which has sold more copies than any other 
country single! Tammy also recorded the 
first country album to sell a million copies! 
This is the same green eyed lady that has 
had eleven stomach operations in thirteen 
years, but Tammy says she feels better now 
than she ever has because she’s taking much 
better care of herself. Tammy has indeed 
lived the heartbreak in her songs, especially 
the ones she and her x-husband GEORGE 
JONES recorded not too many years ago, 
but she has no regrets. Tammy says she has 
learned by her experiences and they were 
right for her, She feels she hasn’t made 
anymore mistakes than most folks, it’s just 
that hers have all been made in public! 
Speaking about her husband GEORGE 
RITCHIE, Tammy says ‘‘I’ve. found my 
cup of tea!’’ 


QUICK SHOTS OF CELEBRITIES: I 
first met TOM GRANT at Fanfair in 
Nashville, in June of 1979. Tom gave me a 
live telephone interview for a local radio 
station back home in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. I 
must have interviewed some 50 Music City 
personalities in six days, and even with the 
passing of time, Tom has remained in my 
thoughts as one of the most intelligent, per- 
sonable, and multitalented young men. It 
was with great pleasure that I again saw 
Tom on RALPH EMERY’S ‘‘The Waking 
Crew,’’. broadcast daily over WSM radio 
here in Nashville at the OPRYLAND 
HOTEL. This was two years ago, but J still 
see Tom from time to time as he is a regular 
on the hit night time cable show ‘‘Nashville 
Now’’ broadcast live from THE GREAT 
THEATRE out at OPRYLAND. In August 
of 1977 when Tom moved to Nashville, he 
quickly realized that he would not go 
anywhere unless he released a record. This 
being accomplished, the ball began to roll 
in Tom’s favor and before much time had 
lapsed he had four hit records underneath 
his belt. Plus, BILLBOARD magazine 
voted Tom the seventh ‘‘Hottest New 
Country Act in 1979.’’ My favorite song 
“Sail On’’ rose to the top 20’s in the coun- 
try charts. Tom is also an accomplished 
songwriter and has had cuts by the likes of 

. EDDIE ARNOLD, RANDY BARLOW, 
DAVID ROGERS, TAMMY WYNETTE, 
and his latest effort ‘‘Dancin’ Your 
Memory Away”’ by CHARLY MCCLAIN. 
Tom has done over 200 radio commercials 
and you may have seen him on television 
promoting Erlanger Beer, Allis Chalmers 
Farm Equipment, and Borden’s Dairy Pro- 
ducts but regardless of how busy he may be 
with his music, songwriting, and TV ap- 

_ pearances, Tom always takes time to 

associate with his fans. Tom was just 

another local entertainer trying to get a 

break in this crazy show-biz town, but now 
his popularity is so widespread that it is safe 


to predict by this writer, that in record time 
Tom Grant will be a major influence in the 
music of the 1980’s. 


Back in 1979 THE OAK RIDGE BOYS’ 
fee for a one-night stand was around 


| $17,500.00. Today they are one of the few 


country acts getting $100,000.00 per show! 
It’s no wonder that the Oaks’ holdings have 
spread to include two publishing houses 
with a song catalog. of more than 1,000 
tunes, two radio stations, a recording 
studio, four record labels and an extensive 
merchandising branch. Their huge en- 
tourage travels in a fleet of three customiz- 
ed Silver Eagle buses and tractor-trailers 
worth more than $1 million. They also have 
investments in numerous real estate deals 
and the stock market! DUANE ALLEN 
(the leader) 38, JOE BONSALL, 35, 
RICHARD STERBAN, 39, and 
WILLIAM LEE GOLDEN, 44, have been 
together many years and realize the tremen- 
dous and sometimes scary responsibility of 
keeping together and maintaining some 70 
plus employees in the Oaks organization. 
Still, it’s not bad work if you can get it! 


DOTTIE WEST’S 40th album has been 
produced in Los Angeles by veterans 
SNUFF GARETT AND STEVE DORFF, 
marking the first time Dottie has recorded 
outside Nashville. 


ROY CLARK’S ninth annual Celebrity 
Golf Classic will be held Sept. 16-18 at the 
Cedar Ridge Country Club, Tulsa, Okla. 
Over 65 top sports and entertainment per- 
sonalities are expected to attend, along with 
200. amateur golfers. As in the past eight 
years, the tournament proceeds benefit the 
children’s Medical Center in Tulsa. 


The Country Music Hall of Fame and 
Museum has opened a new exhibit, 
“COUNTRY MUSIC AND THE 
MOVIES.” The audio/video presentation 
incorporates clips of vintage films and box 
office hits, movie posters and other film 
paraphernalia. The selections range from 
early hillbilly movies and cowboy movies, 
such as GENE AUTRY’S “Singing 
Cowboy,” to **Urban Cowboy” and ‘*Coal 
Miner’s Daughter.”’ 


DeFORD BAILEY, the legendary blues 
harp master of early GRAND OLE OPRY 
days, was honored June 23, 1983 with the 
placement of a permanent memorial monu- 
ment at his burial site in Nashville, an 
honorary gathering at Bailey’s last place of 
residence in Nashville, and with the presen- 
tation of some of his personal effects to the 
Country Music Hall Of Fame And 
Museum. 


I received the nicest gift in the mail just 
recently from the THOMAS NELSON 
PUBLISHING CO. and LOUISE MAN- 
DRELL. I stayed up all night reading the 
very interesting and exceptionally well-put- 
together MANDRELL FAMILY ALBUM 
written by Louise and ACE COLLINS. 
Thanks so much LOUISE, BARBARA, 
IRLENE, MARY, and ERBY MAN- 
DRELL, and by the way, I especially en- 
joyed the pictures! 


HEE HAW FUNNY FOLKS: Funny 
man ARCHIE CAMPBELL and his wife 
PUDGE have celebrated their 40th wedding 
anniversary. And speaking. of HEE HAW 
funny people. DON HARRON, who por- 
trays the ‘‘KORN’’ news reporter 
CHARLIE FERQUHARSON has been 
named the host of the ‘‘Don Harron 
Show,’’ aired daily on the CTV network, 
Canada. Formerly the ‘‘Alan Thicke 
Show,’’ Don’s one-hour talk show begins 
production in September in Vancouver, 
featuring interviews with celebrities, 





Bobbie chats with Tommy Cash. 





Bobbie and Waylon Jennings at a recent charity benefit. 







Elmer Fudpucker and his lovely wife, Kathy Raye. 


authors, and others. 


JUST FOR THE RECORD: ‘‘Pancho 
and Lefty,’’ the video conceptualization of 
the recent MERLE HAGGARD/WILLIE 
NELSON hit single, broke new territory for 
Country Music videos this summer with a 
two-week run in four major movie theater 
markets. This video, featuring Merle and 
Willie (with the script written by Willie’s 
daughter LANA), as the infamous Pancho 
and Lefty, rolled in 48 theaters in Nashville, 
Seattle, Dallas and Houston. 


The LORETTA LYNN Fan Club has had 
the same presidents for 20 years! They are 
sisters LOUDILLA, KAY AND LORET- 
TA JOHNSON from Wild Horse, Col- 
orado. The girls recently appeared with 
Loretta on a HEE HAW taping. 


NOW THE SCENE SHIFTS TO: Lovely 
HELEN CORNELIUS and DAVE 
ROWLAND AND SUGAR are starring in 
an 11-week touring revival of ‘‘Annie Get 
Your Gun,’”’ the IRVING BERLIN Broad- 
way musical with a score re-charted for a 
Country/Western flavor: Few shows in 
Broadway history have had as much box- 
office appeal as the story of sharpshooter, 
ANNIE OAKLEY, who learns ‘‘she can’t 
get a man with a gun.’’ The show first 
opened in 1946 with ETHEL MERMAN, 
and was revived in New York in 1958 and 
then again in 1966. Dave and Helen say they 
intend to bring energy and charisma to the 
*‘Annie Get Your Gun’’ tour, which will 
premiere in the Dallas/Ft. Worth area in 
Jan. 1984. DAVE AND SUGAR (LISA 
ALVEY is the brunette and CINDY 
SMITH is the blonde) recently appeared on 
RALPH EMERY’S ‘‘Nashville Now’’ 
night time cable program, and they were a 
real hit with the Opryland audience. Dave 
even stayed around long enough to get hit 
in the kisser with a whip cream pie just as 
the show was going off the air! 


I’ve been told that singer BILLIE JO 
SPEARS has recorded the U.S. number 
one hit ‘‘Swingin’’? (JOHN ANDERSON) 
for release in the United Kingdom. Can you 
imagine that? 


Someone asked me what studderen MEL 
TILLIS was up to these days....well, I can 
tell you... HAPPY SHAHAN’S ALAMO 
VILLAGE in Brackettville, Texas is to be 
the site of Disney’s ‘‘Up Hill All The 
Way,’’ a comedy version of ‘‘High Noon’’ 
and starring MEL TILLIS! 


International entertainer and Grand Ole 
Opry Star HANK SNOW hosted a country 
music spectacular August 25th at the Grand 
Ole Opry House. The 6th annual classic 
country music round-up included HANK 
SNOW, JUANITA ROSE, MICKEY 
GILLEY, RICKY SKAGGS, THE 
WHITES, JERRY CLOWER, T. TOMMY 
CUTER, and THE LITTLE GENERALS 
CLOGGERS. The show is the primary 
source of income for the Hank Snow Inter- 
national Foundation For Prevention Of 
Child Abuse And Neglect Of Children, Inc. 
‘When the statistics on child abuse and 
neglect are examined, a shocking one 
million children are dumped by their 
parents each year in the U.S., and 5,000 are 
buried in unmarked graves yearly,’’ Hank 
explained. ‘‘Their only sin is being a child in 
a changing society. The Hank Snow Foun- 
dation, as an international fund-raising 
organization, sincerely wants to make a 
child’s life more meaningful.’’ Hank went 
on to tell us, ‘‘The fund-raising goal for the 
foundation will be clearly aimed at the iden- 
tification of the most effective programs 
which will benefit children exclusively. We 
are constantly asking a very worthwhile 
question: How many little children will per- 


sonally receive the benefits from the monies 
offered through The Hank Snow Founda- 
tion?’’? Those readers wanting to make a 
contribution or more information can con- 
tact THE HANK SHOW INTERNA- 
TIONAL FOUNDATION FOR PREVEN- 
TION OF CHILD ABUSE AND 
NEGLECT OF CHILDREN, INC. at 1617 
16th Ave. South, Nashville, TN 37212. 
Their phone is 615-383-4357. 


TIMOTHY EDWARD RABBITT was 
born to singer EDDIE RABBITT and his 
lovely wife on August 12th in Brentwood, 
Tn. Little Timothy was transfered to 
VANDERBILT HOSPITAL the next day 
for minor surgery. I don’t know the details 
of the little boy’s problem but we truly hope 
it was nothing serious. 


TAMMY WYNETTE and her husband 
GEORGE RITCHIE moved to Juniper, 
Florida the first part of August. We will 
certainly miss two of our favorite citizens, 
but understand they have been planning 
this move for some time now. 


BLUE GRASS KING BILL MONROE 
called his old friend RED O’DONNELL 
(TENNESSEE BANNER columnist and 
funny man) recently to tell him he had been 
baptized in THE RIVER JORDAN in 
Israel! Bill has been playing to sell-out con- 
certs in the Holy Land and was doubly 
pleased to be able to take a dip in the River 
Jordan. 


MORE HEE HAW FUNNY FOLKS: 
HEE HAW star ROY CLARK will be kick- 
ing up his heels with DEBRA McCOY and 
DIANA HATFIELD, the MOONSHINE 
CLOGGERS, in anticipation of the first 
annual HEE HAW INTERNATIONAL 
CLOGGING CHAMPIONSHIP, Oct. 
19-22. The enormously successful country 
comedy and music series, is teaming up with 
the OPRYLAND theme park and THE 
GRAND OLE OPRY to sponsor the clog- 
ging championship, which is expected to at- 
tract thousands of dancers from 
throughout the United States. Competition 
will be on four stages at Opryland, in- 
cluding the main stage of The Grand Ole 
Opry House. The moonshine cloggers are 
the competitions coordinators, and they 
will be assisted by 12 judges. Registration 
information is available from the Opryland 
information center, 2802 Opryland Dr., 
Nashville, TN 37214; phone 615-889-6611. 


The world’s top-rated country music and 
variety television show, HEE HAW, is 
celebrating it’s 15th year, and there. were 
those, (myself included) that thought it 
would never last a season! Producer SAM 
LOVULLAO is the genius behind this wacky, 
ridiculous, and down-right silly show that 
has captured the hearts of millions of coun- 
try fans from coast to coast. I’ve been 
privileged to attend the tapings from time 
to time and have enjoyed myself thoroughly 
with the craziness of BUCK OWENS, ROY 
CLARK, MISTY ROWE, JUNIOR 
SAMPLES, MARRIANNE GORDON, 
LU LU ROMAN, GRANDPA JONES, 
GEORGE LINDSAY, RONI 
STONEMAN, GORDIE TAPP, 
GAILARD SARTAIN and all the other 
HEE HAW characters. I know how hard 
you all worked to attain this number one 
position, and we all wish you another fun 
15 years! 


ON THE ROAD WITH JERRY, 
ELMER AND KATHY: Comedian, singer, 
entertainer, put them all together and you 
have ELMER FUDPUCKER a person who 
really loves people and after seeing him per- 
form you will know why he is considered 
one of the hardest working entertainers in 
show business and one of the reasons why 





he has the greatest repeat performance 
record of any name act in the world of 
entertainment. Elmer has been busy this 
past summer working college concerts, 
fairs, conventions and just recently married 
the beautiful KATHY RAYE. Kathy is a 
super entertainer herself and met Elmer in 
Las Vegas while she was performing in one 
of the top show rooms. For the past few 
years, Elmer and Kathy have been traveling 
with the JERRY LEE LEWIS SHOW and 
should they come to your town, go out and 
see the show....you won’t be disappointed! 


Country Music Star TOMMY CASH is 
currently touring throughout the North- 
eastern U.S. and Canada in support of his 
newly released single ‘‘Forgotten Men.” 
The song, on AUDIOGRAPH RECORDS, 
is a tribute to the veterans of the Vietnam 
War, who have received very little recogni- 


Dallas Cody, w 








weeks beginning September 2. Also upcoming for Eve is a 
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riter of Tommy Cash’s SHE ONLY MEANT TO USE HIM. 


Eve Shapiro, popular local singer, and her band OUT-RAGE-US will be appearing at the 


tion for their service in behalf of our coun- 
try. “‘No one likes to think about the Viet- 
nam War, but we never want to forget the 
veterans who laid their lives on the line in 
Southeast Asia,”? said Tommy. I under- 
stand that Tommy will soon be releasing 
another single called ‘‘She Only Meant To 
Use Him’’ and should be another hit for 
this most deserving brother of Johnny’s. 
Penned by veteran tunesmiths DALLAS 
CODY and CHARLES QUILLEN, the 
lyrics tell of a young girl marrying a very old 
man in hopes of inheriting his fortune. She 
cheats and connives ways to get rid of 
him....but guess what?....yeap! He out- 
lives her and slips the seven karats off her 
finger just before they put her under! 


FADE OUT.... 
(The End) 
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st shot on the cable network 


Commodore Lounge in the Vanderbilt Holiday Inn on fe: End in Nashville for three 


NASHVILLE NOW on September 21. Eve who sings duet with David Allan Coe on 
DON’T BE A STRANGER on his new album CASTLES IN THE SAND produced by 
Billy Sherill, also recently completed a TV special with Janie Fricke YOU OUGHT TO 
BE IN PICTURES for Jim Owens productions to be shown in October. Eve is currently 
booked by Jay Bell of Buddy Lee Attractions and Jim Tate of Mary Dennis Associations. 
She is also booked by EVE Productions (615/361-0015). Eve plans to record her first 


«+ » single. lgter.this year... y <5 











Judd Record 


1300 Division St. 
Nashville, TN 37209 


under Franklin Dennis is 
planning on recording 
Robin Young 
(son of Faron Young) 
& Jimmie Dickens 
& Lonzo & Oscar 
a > \ 

















Talent Search Gets Underway in Nashville 





A new company has been formed here in Nashville with a major record company, Judd 
Records (which is owned by long time performer Roy Hall) being the ramrod of the com- 
pany. Hall joined hands with L. James Miller who is president of Keystone Records and 
J. Franklin Dennis who is president of World Wide Promotions Inc. The recently formed 
company is on a nation-wide search for new talent. The background of Judd Records is 
quite respectful having turned out such hits as ‘‘See you Later, Alligator,’ ‘“Whole Lotta 
Shakin’ Goin’ On” and with blockbuster a few years back on the tune ‘‘Matilda.’’ At the 
present Judd Records has a song in the charts written and sung by a lad out of Texas 
named Bobby Caraway. This new singer on the horizon is no newcomer to the business 
having performed around the Texas and Louisiana area the past few years. In regards to 
the song by Caraway it seems like a fairy tale with a true life story as the ingredients of his 
new release entitled ‘“‘Dr. Jones.’’ It’s just like it reads. Caraway visited this physician in 
Orange, Texas and the real doctor took a liking to country music and Caraway penned 
the tune. It tells the entire story quite catchy and good lines. 






















It appears that record companies are searching and looking for new faces from new 
places. It is understood that breaking into the recording field is quite difficult but once 
the door is opened they are on their way. As the old cliche goes . . . ‘‘You don’t take 
bire’aiks?? 

. . . you make the breaks. 














All the people involved in this new venture are certainly no new names, Roy Hall work- 
ing many years with Webb Pierce and other names. L. James Miller is president of 
Keystone Records and J. Franklin Dennis is pres we suggest you write to the above ad- 
dress and arrange for an appointment if you think you can quality. 
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We enjoyed immensely your article on 
Stuart Hamblen. What a man! And what a 
musical legacy he left the world. 

J.K., Wichita, Ks. 










Cindy Walker has fans 


















I have thoroughly enjoyed all of the ar- 
ticles on the great country songwriters. 
These people it seems seldom get any 
recognition at all. We especially enjoyed 
reading about Cindy Walker and The 
Bryants. 







Imagine my surprise to find that so many 
‘of my favorite gospel songs were written by 
Stuart Hamblen, especially HIS HANDS. 
Loved your article. 









M.M., York, Pa. 
T.F., Phoenix, Ar. 
*We consider Stuart to be the greatest 


That Cindy Walker (Aug. 83) is sure a} writer of sacred music in the 20th Century. 


great songwriter. Most of her songs are as 
commercial today as they were 30 years 
ago. I am amazed at her contribution to 
country music. 

































It’s doubtful that you’ll ever top your 
Stuart Hamblen story. It was super. By the 
way his song MY MARY is in the new 
Merle Haggard/Willie Nelson album, 
PANCHO & LEFTY. 

J.H., Louisville, Ky. 
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R.F., Rogers, Ark. 


After reading your article STUART 
HAMBLEN, THE LAST COWBOY, my 
respect and admiration for the man in- 
creased considerably. I never entirely realiz- 
ed just how impressive his credentials really 
were before, although I have been a fan for 
30 years. Thank you so much for a fine 
story. 
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R.B., Daytona Beach, FI. 


We enjoyed immensely your article on 
Stuart Hamblen. Although he was a great 
country and gospel singer and writer, he 
had no equal in performing those ‘‘musical 
readings’’ he sometimes recorded. One of 
them I especially enjoyed was BLACK 
DIAMOND. I first heard it back in the 
4950s. 1 wonder if you might print the 
lyrics. 
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Cindy Walker M.N., Montgomery, Al. 


The lion in this picture had been killing cattle in the Yosemite vicinity. Stuart had killed the animal 
and driven back to Los Angeles. Arriving home late at night and tired, he put the carcass in an ice 
box in his garage (to prevent skin slippage) and went to bed. The following morning he was awaken- ; 5 : | 
ed bya male voice screaming and then his wife, Suzy, ordering him to come downstairs immediate- ae ae be eh pois . 5 Rae 

ly. The milkman delivering produce had opened the door of the icebox, seen the lion and thrown he ag ate cae sec hed) eae a pct 


milk everywhere. Stuart, still in his pajamas, is shown here ‘‘cleaning up.”’ P.S. The lion made a of my very favorites. 
beautiful rug. 





» 


*Be glad to. We agree with you. Stuart’s 
album, THE SPELL OF THE YUKON, is 
one of the finest albums of all time by any 
artist. 








so does George Morgan 


















BLACK DIANOND 
Stuart Hamblen 


These eyes of mine have seen Some things 

I'm sure vou wouldn't find in.a book 

There just isn't words to deseribe them atk 

and at times I'm sonny T Cooked, 

But when time rolls around and age throws me down 
and pins me in an old rockin’ chair 

T'2l just close my eyes and hunt up an old friend 
BLACK DIAMOND with his wooley black hair 


We'd ost a fight on an stand of hele 

that lies in a tropical sea 

The blast of a shell had knocked me to sleep 
and T fay with the dead fon a week. 

When 1 opened my eyes, a heathen had me, 
he'd cannied me away to his Cain, 

And in days to come IT gave him that name 
BLACK DIAMOND with his wooley black hair, 


Hidden away in a cave in the hékes 

He placed a cup to my Cips. 

But I couldn't drink to gather new strength 
fon the pain in a shattered hip. 

But T soon got used to that hideous face 
that would have qiven death a scare, 

An angel of mency with a bone thu his nose 
BLACK DIAMOND with his wookey black hair. 


He'd gone away to fetch some food 

when the enemy got wise to the game 

and from the ernest of a ikl, 1 saw him knocked 
down, 

But he never would mention mu name. 

They beat and tortured and stashed him up 

and Ceft him hanging there 

T cniod as If enawted but death beat me to him 

BIACK DIAHOND with his wooley black hacn, 


Though these eyes of mine see a million men 
with money and power and fame, 

Tee never meet one who'll crowd him out 

on qo-ta the top of hes name. 

These eyes aren't forgetting the way he deed, 

1 Céivred 'cause he paid my fare, 

Fon he never would say where he hid me that day 
BLACK DIANOND with his weoley black hain, 
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D.C., Springfield, Ill. 
: You made a mistake on the date of 
George Morgan’s death. It was actually 
1975, not 1971. But the story was great. 

L.L., Fairview, Tn. 
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*You are right and we apologize for the 
typographical error. 









George Morgan was a giant in the 
business and one of the finest singers of all 
time. If only he had had better songs to 
work with. 2 



























K.K., Macon, Ga. 
















We loved the George Morgan Story. He 
was so underrated by everyone. We met 
him several times during his career and he, 
was always so nice to his fans—a true 
gentleman. 



















C.L., Columbus, Oh. 
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and Stuart Hamblen “ 













Thank you for your wonderful story on 
Stuart Hamblen, a man whose works I have 
admired for years. 

o MTA, 
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George Morgan was loved by his legion of fans, 


MTxZxZz2ccccccccccdvhtdeddiiiidididdddlddididddiddlidddddlididdbdddidblddlie 









By “Scoopie” Bruce Harper 

































SIGN ON you remember! Why it seems like only | Eddy Arnold in the forties had five songs in] real name is Ophelia Cannon and there is a 


yesterday... the top ten at one time. real town located near Centerville, Ten- 


nessee in Hickman County which bears the 
TURNTABLE TIP STAR SHOPPING 


name of Grinders Switch . . . 
While in Nashville you might check out SIGN OFF 

all the places owned and operated by some 
of the country music stars. Barbara Man-] It appears that country music seems to 
drell has photo shops . . . Mel Tillis and] run in many families such as the Mandrell 
Gordon Terry . . . and Conway Twitty have} sisters, Loretta Lynn and sister Crystal 
souvenir shops . . . Ernest Tubb can fill} Gayle and brother Jay Lee Webb, mother 
your needs for records and tapes . . . Cal} and daughter of Dottie West and Shelly, 
Smith has a restaurant in Hendersonville} father and daughter such as the Kendalls, 
which is the showplace for Johnny Cash} the late Marty Robbins and son Ronnie, 
and Conway Titty and while in the area and] Ernest and Justin Tubb father and son, Rex 
route also you can take in the Jim Reeves} Allen and Rex Allen, Jr. another father and 
Museum. All places of interest and a good] son team. All the Wilburns and Stoneman 
talkpiece on the way back home, they all] family. I understand there were ten in all of 
are here for you to see and enjoy... the Stonemans and all played some kind of 


music, and to add dessert to your families 
DIDJANO 


of country music and bill and fare, I must 
That Slim Whitman plays the guitar with 


add the late- Hank Williams and his son, 
Hank Williams, Jr. You certainly could get 
his left hand while the late ‘‘Lefty’’ Frizzell 
used his right hand. Also the late 


a complete show from all the above and 
DIDJANO 
Hawkshaw Hawkins at one time traveled 


some to spare. Enjoy your stay here in 
Nashville and DJ Week and come back to 
That Tammy Wynette is a licensed hair- | with a circus and did a rope and whip act. |see us soon. Nashville is a friendly place. I 
dresser, and June Carter Cash was once} And the late Jim Reeves was at one time the | know; I live here. . . 
married to Carl Smith and Skeeter Davis} property of the St. Louis Cardinals baseball 
was once the wife of radio and TV per-] club, and Roy Drusky is a licensed pilot and 
sonality Ralph Emery, and for trivia . . .| the great lady comedienne, Minnie Pearl’s 














































I assume by the tir-> that this issue of 
CMI reaches the venc’ng machines, radio 
stations and other points of distribution, 
that many of you will be making prepara- 
tions for the journey to Nashville and The 
Annual Disc Jockey Convention. On my 
behalf I have attended all of them since its 
infancy in the early fifties. Like in the past 
it will be good to see many old acquain- 
tances and new faces from new places, not 
to mention the many foreign countries that 
will be represented here. Turning back the 
pages of time, for you ‘old timers’? many 
will remember the old Andrew Jackson, 
Noel, Hermitage and Maxwell House 
Hotels. There is a new Hermitage as well as 
the Maxwell House which have been either 
renovated or newly constructed. Back then 
the A.J. was the headquarters, and if you 
just stood in the lobby for a few minutes it 
was certain you would see someone you 
knew. Rubbing elbows and hobnobbing 
with all the stars, taping interviews and get- 
ting those ‘‘personalized’’ ID’s for your 
show back home. The Fan Fair which is 
also held here in Music City is a lot of fun, 
but no comparison to those days. All these 
excepting the Hermitage has fallen by the 
wayside making room for progress. Sure 

























Hardly a day goes by that I am not asked 
about the situation in Nashville concerning 
getting a record cut, making demos, placing 
a song—all along these lines. If you are 
familiar with Music City and Record Row, 
these people are approached every day with 
all types of material. I have been connected 
with all facets of the industry, and I still 
believe the correct way is to present a lead 
sheet along with typed lyrics neat and in 
order. And by all means try and make an 
appointment. Both of you know that time is 
valuable and will save a lot of time. These 
people are professionals and can easily 
recognize a good talent or song which has 
good potentialities and will tell you if you 
will ask and by the way, if its worth leaving, 
its worth getting something on paper... 




























































SPIN-Cerely Yours, 
“‘Scoopie’’ Bruce Harper 
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Do you have any questions about country music and/or the stars you want answered? Write The Question Box, Box 90462. 
Nashville, TN 37209. Full name will he used unless otherwise requested. Volume of mail makes personal replies impossible. 


it true that TENNESSEE 


I 
Q WALTZ sold over a million copies 
of sheet music? 


W.T., Byron, Ill. 


TENNESSEE WALTZ, generally 

considered to be the last song to en- 

joy huge sheet music sales, is said to 
have sold nearly two million copies. 


Can you tell us something about 
Ferlin Huskey? 
A.R., Salina, Ks. 


Ferlin was born December 3, 1927, 
in Flat River, Missouri. After a stint 
in the Merchant Marines, he located 

in California. He got his start by 
substituting for vacationing Tennessee Er- 
nie Ford. Cliffie Stone got him a contract 
with Capitol records where he first recorded 
under the name of Terry Preston. His first 
hit was A DEAR JOHN LETTER with 
Jean Shepard in 1953. Four years later he 
had his first (and to date, his last) million 
seller with GONE. In the mid-1960s, he also 
had a big hit with WINGS OF A DOVE. He 
is now recovering from a heart attack suf- 
fered earlier this year. 


Will you tell us the truth? Did Hank 
Williams write his songs or did Fred 
Rose really write them? We hear so 

many conflicting stories. 
D.A., Kansas City, Mo. 


It has been rumored for years that 

Fred Rose actually wrote all of 

Hank’s big hits. And any number 
of people have claimed to have written 
some of them and sold them to Hank. Most 
insiders though admit that Hank was a 
good (if limited) songwriter who had great 
ideas. Fred was a great song doctor. The 
truth about his contribution to Hank’s 
songs however is this: Only two people 
know for sure what it was and both are 
deceased. 


I am curious as to who was actually 
the first country artist. 
. E.J., Dayton, Ohio 
Ernest Van (Pop) Stoneman 
(1893-1968) who was born in the 
mining country. of Carroll County, 
Virginia, is said by most authorities to hold 
that honor. His recording of THE SINK- 
ING OF THE TITANTIC in 1924 is 
estimated to have sold in excess of 2 million 
copies. 


I know that Del Wood had a big hit 

on “DOWN YONDER” back in 

the early 1950s, but wasn’t it also a 
hit back in the 1930s? 


D.C., Waynesboro, Ga. 


Yes. In 1934, DOWN YONDER 
was a million seller for Gid Tanner 
and his Skillet Lickers with vocal by 
Riley Puckett. Del Wood’s instrumental 
version in 1951 also sold in excess of one 
million copies. The song was written by L. 


Wolfe Gilbert, (born in Russia in 1886) in 
1921. 
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Marty Robbins and his Columbia producer, Don Law. 


Didn’t Marty Robbins receive a 
gold record for ‘‘Singing the 
Blues?’’ 
T.S., Wichita, Ks. 
Although the song was a big hit for 
Marty in 1956 and now identified 
with him, it was actually Guy 
Mitchell who had the biggest selling version 
of SINGING THE BLUES (over 3 million 
copies). Mitchell at that time made a habit 
of covering hits songs by artists considered 
too country to get broad Pop airplay. Other 
examples include KNEE DEEP IN THE 
BLUES (Marty) and HEARTACHES BY 
THE NUMBERS (Ray Price). Ironically all 
three artists were on Columbia Records. 


There was a big hot song in the late 

1940’s called ‘‘THE GODS WERE 

ANGRY WITH ME.’’ Who 
recorded it? 

H.R., Louisville, KY 


That particular song was first a top 

10 record for Eddy Kirk in 1948. It 

later was a big hit for Jimmy Wake- 
ly and Margaret Whiting. 


| - 
Del Wood of DOWN YONDER fame. - 


I read somewhere recently that Kate 

Smith once had a country hit. Can 

this be possible? I certainly don’t 
remember it. 

A.F., Detroit, Mich. 


Kate had a top 10 country record in 

1948 with the old Fred Rose stan- 

dard, FOGGY RIVER. There was 
also a version of the song by Red Foley. 


Ferlin Husky had million seller with GONE. 


TEX WILLIAMS, the man who 
had the big hit on SMOKE SMOKE 
SMOKE THAT CIGARETTE, did 
any other big hits? 

G.L., Chattanooga, TN 


Although nothing else ever equaled 
the giant success of the 3 million 
selling SMOKE SMOKE SMOKE, 


he ha 


in 1948, Tex (who was born August 23, , 
1917 in Ramsey, Illinois) had top 10 records | 
on THAT’S WHAT I LIKE ABOUT THE | 


WEST and NEVER TRUST A WOMAN 
(1947), DON’T TELEPHONE, DON’T 
TELEGRAPH, TELL A WOMAN, 
SUSPICION and WHO? ME?-(1948) and 
BLUEBIRD ON YOUR WINDOWSILL 
(1949). 


ashi 


John Hartford writer of GENTLE ON M 
MIND. 


Do you know which country song’ 

has been the most performed? 
B.N., Dallas TX 

It is generally conceded to be GEN- 


TLE ON MY MIND, written by 
John Hartford. 


Tex Williams had a giant hit on SMOKE 
SMOKE SMOKE in 1948. 








ON A STAIRWAY 


STEVE CLARK : LIZ LYNDELL 
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Top country singer-stylist Janie Fricke 
will star in her first very own two-hour 
television special this month entitled, ‘“You 
Oughta Be In Pictures.’’ Her guests in- 
clude: Alabama, Conway Twitty, Lynn 
Anderson, John Schneider, Ray Stevens, 
Roger Miller, Johnny Duncan and Ruth 
Buzzi. 


Ms. Fricke was named Female Vocalist of 
the Year in the October 1982 Country 
Music Association Awards telecast and was 
also named Female Vucalist of the Year in 
the June ’83 17th Annual Music City News 
Country Awards, edging out superstars 
Loretta Lynn, Barbara Mandrell, Anne 
Murray and Sylvia. 


One of Janie’s dreams is to be in movies 
some day, although she is satisfied further- 
ing her singing career at this point. On the 
TV special Janie gets a chance to act out her 
fantasy performing well-known tunes from 
prominent motion pictures and plays. Some 
famous scenes will be recreated with Ms. 
Fricke and some of her guests in specific 
lead-singing roles. She and John Schneider 
perform songs from ‘‘Oklahoma.’’ Janie 
and Ray Stevens sing hits from ‘‘Show 
Boat.”’ 
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Ruth Buzzi and Janie switch identities 
when Ruth releases an album, ‘‘Buzzi Sings 
Fricke,”’ and Janie re-enacts Ruth’s classic 
park bench bit from Laugh-In. 


The special was videotaped by Jim 
Owens Entertainment in Nashville and is 
now in Network Syndication on about 150 
stations. 
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‘Smokey And The Bandit Part III’’ was 
released by Universal Studios this summer 
without Burt Reynolds. Well, Burt makes a 
semi-cameo appearance at the end of the 
movie to (as Paul Williams says) give his 
blessing to the movie and no doubt to at- 
tract ticket buyers. 


We are very proud of two of our top 
Nashville songwriters, Dick Feller and Don 
Schlitz who wrote the two major songs weed 
in the sound track of the movie. 
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Right at the beginning of the movie, 
Jackie Gleason, as Sheriff Justice in the 
Sheriff’s car with his son played by Mike 
Henry crashes through a gigantic American 
flag, flying through the air and landing on 
the road to retirement in Florida while the 
Feller-Schlitz song, the ‘‘Ballad of Buford 
T. Justice’’ sung by Ed Bruce plays over all 
the action. 


Lee Greenwood sings a thrilling version 
of Feller and Schlitz’s exciting song ‘‘The 
Bandit Express’’ when Jerry Reed as the 
“‘Snowman”’ flys out of a barn in the black 
Trans-Am initiating all the action-packed 
chase scenes in pursuit of the Sheriff who 
has a stuffed shark tied to the top of his car. 


Object of the plot: Snowman trys to get 
the shark from the Sheriff. Big and little 
Enus have promised $250,000 to the person 
who delivers the shark to them in Texas. 
Se of the movie: big bucks for Univer- 
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THE WORLD’S LARGEST 
TRANSMISSION SPECIALISTS: 


e We’re Experts in Automatic & 
Standard Transmissions 


e Front Wheel & 4 Wheel Drive 


e One Day Service in Most Cases 


e Most Foreign Cars 


e Financing Available with 
Approved Credit 


e We Accept Out-of-Town Checks 





FREE TOWING 


Call 385-0325 


4901 Alabama Ave.—Exit 205 From I-40 West—Nashville, TN 37203 
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GAYLE GILFORD 
206 Maplewood Lane 
Nashvikke, Tn. 37207 
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RAY STEVENS 
c/o AHAB Music 
1707 Grand Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 


DICK FELLER FAN CLUB 
c/o Gayle Gilford Enterprises 
206 Maplewood Ln. 
Nashville, TN 37207 


LEE GREENWOOD FAN CLUB 
c/o Debbie Durham 
2 Music Circle South 
Nashville, TN 37203 


ED BRUCE 

c/o Ed Bruce Enterprises 
1022 16th Ave. South 
Nashville, TN 37203 


JERRY REED FAN CLUB 
c/o Janet Buffalow 

549 E. Main No. A4 
Hendersonville, TN 37075 
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by: Nancy Williams 

Darkening skies brood over Louisville, 
Kentucky as the westering sun shoots its last 
rays beneath the black line of clouds, et- 
ching the facade of Freedom Hall in golden 
orange fire. Thousands of people slowly file 
through the doors . . . meanwhile the red 
headed stranger is winging his way through 
the storm in his Leer. Night falls with 
starless finality as security men cluster in 
secretive groups backstage, glancing around 
enigmatically and whispering into their 
radios. 

The stage is set. The band is there. 
Willie’s gleaming show buses are parked 
outside with the pure lines of 
thoroughbreds. The sell-out audience waits 
in happy anticipation. A man walks to the 
front of the stage lightly announcing that 
Willie ‘‘had a few problems with his 
plane.”’ A low hum of concern washes 
through the arena. 

After a blind and disturbing flight 
through thick clouds, spiced by jolting 
winds and chilling flashes of lightening .. . 
after a mad dash through the congested 
streets of downtown Louisville, an unflap- 
pable Willie Nelson strides up the backstage 
ramp with easy grace, pigtails fluttering as 
he makes a bee line for the stage. The band 
launches into the pounding, opening chords 
of ‘‘Whiskey River.’’ Pandemonium breaks 
loose in the auditorium as the relieved 
crowd erupts in a thundering roar of 
welcome. 

A single spotlight splits the darkness, fall- 
ing on glossy chestnut hair held in place by 
the signature red bandanna. Clapping, 
standing, stomping, screaming, and whist- 
ling fans drown out his unmistakable voice, 
at once piercingly strong and achingly gen- 
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Willie Nelson in Concert 


tie. The band, now complete, whips 
through the song with practiced ease, and 
segues into Bob Will’s classic ‘‘Stay A Little 
Longer.’’ Grinning fans quieten down 
enough for the words to be heard, but still 
bounce along to the beat in their chairs. 

If you look around you will find an 
amazing cross section of American society. 
Old and yound and in-between, rich and 
poor, bejewled and bejeaned, sit with 
luminous eyes. and rapt faces, all brought 
together under one roof by the modern 
phenomenon who stands unashamedly 
before them . . . looking hauntingly like an 
Indian king who has stepped out of the 
mists of time. As his audience settles in 
Willie slows the pace down a little with his 
standard setting ‘‘Funny How Time Slips 
Away’’, and then glides into ‘‘Crazy’’, 
originally cut by Patsey Cline in the early 
Sixties. The song has since been released by 
a stunning array of eight hundred artists. 
He then embraces the woebegone lyrics of 
“Night Life’? with his warm, soothing 
voice, and is met by a wave of applause, 
soaring hats, and thousands of smiles. (The 
“T’ve been there.’’ kind.) 

As the show progresses a magic thread 
seems to entwine through the crowd... . 
faces grow still, all eyes are riveted on the 
somehow mystical man who sweeps them 
up on an electrical flight through the valleys 
and mountain peaks of human life, reveal- 
ing the shadows and dazzling light of a 
heart that’s been through it ALL. For those 
who’ve never been to a Willie Nelson con- 
cert it’s hard to explain the great love he 
pours into his songs, touching souls and 
hearts and minds with a voice that simply 


‘resonates with the ring of truth. If you 


could see only the audience you’d think you 


were in the middle of an old time revival 
down South. 

The moving effect of his voice is evident 
in the faces of the little white haired old 
ladies who stand with tears running down 
their cheeks during Willie’s unique rendi- 
tion of ‘‘Stardust.’’ It’s evident in the two- 
stepping couples who dance in the aisles 
during ‘‘Old Fashioned Karma.’’ It’s most 
visibly apparent when he sings ‘‘Always On 
My Mind.”’ The crowd holds thousands of 
lighters aloft, eerily reminiscent of a 
candlelight mass. (Is this a singer or the 
Pope?) It’s there in the frenzied faces of 
men and women alike who climb up on any 
willing pair of shoulders they can find, wav- 
ing Texas state flags and bottles of Jack 
Daniels emblazoned with scarlet bandan- 
nas, screaming his name over and over, like 
a litany, and it’s there in the wondering eyes 
of children who stand in quiet awe. 

Few people realize that the bounty of 
good, strong feeling that comes through in 
Willie’s music is a combination not only of 
unparalleled expertise, but also of long 
years of genuine friendship and respect bet- 
ween Willie and his band. It’s important to 
note that Willie’s band members were with 
him in one fashion or another back when he 
was still tooling down the road in battered 
heaps hitting every pothole onthe horizon, 
and penning lines like ‘‘the future holds 
nothing for me’’, and ‘‘wake me when it’s 
over.’” Men and women whose faith in their 
leader both as a person and a musician was 
so complete that they went without pay for 
years. People believe in Willie Nelson. The 
members of his extended family just found 
out sooner than the rest of the world. 

At the center of it all stands Willie, squin- 
ting with masculine astonishment at a few 
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overzealous fans, singing his heart out night 
after night, giving nothing less than his all.im 
His band, together with Willie’s magnetich 
presence, give the impression of a herd of fj 
frisky young colts who’ve just been released ee 
into the warm, green pastures of springtime fm 
after the confinement of a long, hard—% 
winter. They dance around picking and 
grinning at each other, shaking their heads 
as the sweat flies during Willie’s impossible 
solo in the middle of ‘‘Bloody Mary Morn- 
ing’, rocking back and forth and spinning 
on their heels, tipping their guitars up and 
down, swaying and playing, closing their 
eyes . . . obviously a gand of old friends 
having the time of their lives. 

Speaking of old friends you never know 
who’s going to turn up next at a Willie 
Nelson concert, from Roger Miller singing 
the song by the same, ‘‘Old Friends’’, from 
Willie and Waylon’s most recent album 
together, ‘‘Take It To the Limit’’, to Merle 
Haggard singing ‘‘Poncho and Lefty” ina 
voice like rough velvet, to Waylon popping 
up for ‘‘Good Hearted Woman’’, to Webb 
Pierce to whoever just happens to be there 
in the middle of ‘‘Amazing Grace’’ and 
“‘will the Circle Be Unbroken.’’ Willie 
never gets away from the stage without hav- 
ing to come back for an encore, brought on 
by almost hysterical fans threatening to br- 
ing the roof down if he doesn’t. Often the 
enthusiams between singer and audience is 
so great he starts a whole new set, plowing 
right back into ‘‘Whiskey River” and then 
doing requests, or ‘‘A Song For You’’ by 
Leon Russell. 

There is more than good music to Willie’s 
concerts. There is love. If you’ve never been 
to one, GO. 


* 
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FARON 
YOUNG 


Like Vintage Wine 


His name has in recent years lost some of 
its lustre and he has not perhaps lived up to 
his early achievements, but since they were 
so remarkable, the rest of his career was 
bound to be something of an anti-climax. 


In the first five years of his career, he was 
the recipient of as much publicity and 
praise as most artists get in a full lifetime. 
He became a superstar almost overnight. 
Youth played a considerable part in his ear- 
ly success, as did his good looks. He was in 
the major leagues before his 21st birthday. 
He may have been a little on the cocky side 
but he could really sing. 


He had giant hits with GOIN STEADY 
(1953), IF YOU AIN’T LOVIN (1954), 
LIVE FAST, LOVE HARD, DIE YOUNG 
(1955), SWEET DREAMS (1956) & 
COUNTRY GIRL (1959). Then there was 
the two-million selling HELLO WALLS 
(1961) and FOUR IN THE MORNING 
(1971) which came close to one million. 
Altogether there was over 40 top 10 
records. 


After 30 years, time enough for greatness 
to become legend, listening to Faron again 
restores and strengthens the impression he 
created when he was a young Louisiana 
boy. Like vintage wine, he has improved 
with age. We rank him as one of the five 
best country singers ever. 
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PART 2 PRODUCTIONS 


Artists who have recorded at 
THE SHOCK HOUSE-- 


LIZ AND LYNN ANDERSON 4 Ne BILL CARMACK 
JACK BARLOW es = MONTE BLACK 


SOME OF THE UP AND COMING ARTISTS 
MIKE HAS PRODUCED ARE — 












































DEAN DILLON BILL COLE 

THE DRIFTING COWBOYS Mike Shockley COOTER DANIEL 
ROY HALL Owner JAMIE MITCHELL 
LEONA WILLIAMS —_ : eaeeces AND MANY OTHERS 





PEGGY SUE AND SONNY WRIGHT 
FARON YOUNG 











MIKE’S TRACK RECORD AS AN 
ENGINEER INCLUDES — 
10 GOLD ALBUMS 
6 PLATINUM ALBUMS 
1 DOUBLE ALBUM 
AND 









Artists Mike has engineered 


CHET ATKINS 
WAYLON JENNINGS 
WILLIE NELSON 
DOLLY PARTON 
ELVIS PRESLEY 
CHARLEY PRIDE 

















AND 
1 TRIPLE PLATINUM ON WAYLON’S 
GREATEST HITS 








(615) 320-1733 
(615) 327-3595 


920 19th Avenue South 
Nashville, Tennessee 37212 
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HANK 
SNOW 


Still Movin’ On 


It took him 13 years to get promoted into 
bigtime stardom, but within the next five 
years, he was a Superstar and country music 
legend. There was no way you could escape 
hearing him in the early 1950s. In those five 
years, he had over 20 top 10 records, in- 
cluding number one smashes on I’M 
MOVIN ON, THE GOLDEN ROCKET, 
RHUMBA BOOGIE, A FOOL SUCH AS I 
and I DON’T HURT ANYMORE. At least 
three of them sold over a million copies. He 
was to remain a regular in the Top 10 for 
over 20 years with a total of nearly 50 of 
them in the magic circle. 


Clarence Eugene Snow was born May 5, 
1914, in Brooklyn, Nova Scotia, Canada. 
Prior to becoming a RCA Victor recording 
artist in 1936, he was a cabin boy, lumber 
worker and sailor. 


Today this CMA Hall of Famer is still a 
member of the Grand Ole Opry and still 
working regularly on the road. But his 
primary interest these days seems to lie with 
the HANK SNOW FOUNDATION FOR 
PREVENTION OF CHILD ABUSE, 
which he founded. Any donations may be 
sent to 1617 16th Avenue South, Nashville, 
TN. 37312. (615/383-4357). 






ROD LUDWIG 


sings 






‘Buy A Truck and Make A Bundle’”’ 







and 





. 


‘I’m to Blame’”’ 
Piano by Rod Ludwig 













Both songs written by Rod Ludwig 
Published by Ludwig Music, 
on Savannah Records 







45 rpm 
singles 
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MERLE 
HAGGARD 


We Tip Our Hat 


Merle Haggard has now become the all- 
time most nominated country music singer 
in CMA’s 17 years of balloting. Merle, who 
was 1970’s ENTERTAINER OF THE 
YEAR, received six nominations this year 
bringing his total to 39, which puts him four 
nominations up on Loretta Lynn. 


This year he is nominated for both 
ENTERTAINER OF THE YEAR and 
MALE VOCALIST OF THE YEAR, plus 
twice in the VOCAL DUO OF THE YEAR 
category—with George Jones and again 
with Willie Nelson. 


Thre’s no getting around the fact that 
1983 has been Haggard’s best year in some 
time. There were Top 10 records with 
George (C.C. WATERBACK), Willie 
(REASONS TO QUIT and PANCHO & 
LEFTY), in addition to his own GOING 
WHERE THE LONELY GO, YOU TAKE. 
ME FOR GRANTED and—by the time you 
read this—WHAT AM I GONNA DO? 
Thre was even a nice chart record with wife 
Leona Williams, WE’RE STRANGERS 
AGAIN. We’ve always ranked Merle as one 
of the top five singers/songwriters in coun- 
try music, so we’re not surprised at all. 
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REENWOOD 


Future— 
Unpredictable! 


If we are to believe the publicity depart-! 
ment at MCA records, LEE GREEN-%& 
WOOD is the hottest singer to come down} 


“SYLVIA 


Perfection in 


Every Aspect 


Five years ago the name SYLVIA meant 
nothing in this town except to Sylvia. To- 
day it is a little different, of course. A ‘“‘lit- 
tle different’’ may be the understatement of 
the year. 


Sylvia’s a fascinating mixture of ambi- 
tion and naivete. And she has been par- 
ticularly fortunate to have as producer, 


| Tom Collins. They are a natural combina-§ 


f tion. Her career could be used as the perfect 
textbook on what and what not to do in the 


ij music business. Every opportunity has been | 


shrewdly met and developed. 


Since September 1979 when RCA released 
YOU DON’T MISS A THING, there have 
been-eleven singles, the latest of which is 
THE BOY GETS AROUND. Eight of 
them have been national top 10 hits. Color 
Sylvia’s future unlimited. 


the pike since Elvis Presley. We’re no 
THAT convinced yet, although we do think 
that of al! the new breed of stars, Lee is the; 
most appealing (and talented) by a half an 
inch or so. His star is definitely on the rise 
but his future is unpredictable at the mo- 
ment. 


Lee, who is half-Cherokee, was born in 
California and was a Las Vegas performer 
for two decades. He is a polished enter- 
tainer. Since his first record, IT TURNS} 
ME INSIDE OUT, for MCA in August 
1981, he has had four singles that made top 
10—RING ON HER FINGER, SHE’S 
LYIN’, AIN’T NO TRICK, I.0.U.—and 
his latest SOMEBODY’S GONNA LOVE 
YOU looks like a sure shot. 


He is also a fine songwriter and a very 
talented musician. Maybe for once, a singer 
will-live up to his publicity. 





RONNIE 
MILSAP 
Happy 


Anniversary 


1983 marks Ronnie’s tenth anniversary 
with RCA and bigtime stardom. His first 
record with the company, I HATE YOU, 
was a hit and it’s been nothing but more 
hits ever since. Although some of his songs 
have not been all that great, any number of 
them have been—IT WAS ALMOST LIKE 
A SONG, PLEASE DON’T TELL ME 
HOW THE STORY ENDS, A LEGEND 
IN MY TIME, TOO LATE TO WORRY. 


His appeal is gigantic. He is one of the 
few country singers who, also has a tremen- 
dous pop following. STRANGER IN MY 
HOUSE was surely heard by everyone who 
hasn’t spent the last few months sealed up 
in a can of scrapple. His newest single 
DON’T YOU KNOW HOW MUCH I 
LOVE YOU already is high in the charts. 


Ronnie was named TOP MALE 
‘VOCALIST by the Academy of Country 
Music earlier this year and also appeared on 
the Today show and Good Morning, New 
York. In addition his career was 
documented on ABC’s 20-20. Ten years at 
the top and he seems to be just getting 
_ warmed up. 
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DEAN 
MARTIN 


It’s Been 
A Great Life 


“The best thing that ever happened to me 
was when I met Jerry Lewis. The best thing 
that’s happened to me since then was when 
we split up,’’ said Dean Martin in a 1959 
magazine article. 


Most show business insiders predicted a 
fast fade-out for Dino when he and the 
comic split in 1956 after 16 films and un- 
precedented success, even though he had 
had a couple of million selling singles, 
THAT’S AMORE and MEMORIES ARE 
MADE OF THIS. 


The first solo movie, 10,000 
BEDROOMS, was a bomb, but within a 
couple of years, he was one of the biggest 
boxoffice attractions in the business. He 
also had a fantastic recording career as a 
pop/country singer in the 1960s with hits 
like ’M THE ONE WHO LOVES YOU, I 
WILL, EVERYBODY LOVES SOME- 
BODY and SEND ME THE PILLOW 
YOU DREAM ON. He also had his own 
top rated TV show for years. 


After several years of not recording at all, 


Dean now has a hit single MY FIRST © 


COUNTRY SONG and a brand new coun- 
try album, THE NASHVILLE SESSIONS 
on Warner Brothers. He still sings just as 
great as ever. 


HANK 


-? WILLIAMS 
J R ee. 


Ability 
Isn’t 
Lacking 


The last decade has seen a reversal of the 
old show business maxim that the talents of 
off-springs are in inverse proportion to 
those of the parents. Any number of second 
generations singers (Rex Allen, Jr., Ronnie 
Robbins, Shelly West) have proven them- 
selves to be genuine talents in their own 
right. Hank Williams, Jr.’s father was the 
greatest legend of them all, so it is perhaps 
natural that he would become a singer. 
What was NOT natural was that he would 
be so good. 


At the beginning of his career, it seemed 
that nobody (and that includes us) wanted 
to admit that he had any talent. We were all 
prejudice. But Hank Jr. perservered, 
developed his own distinct style, became his 
own man, and made monkeys out of all of 
us who predicted that he would never make 
it. He even developed into a very good 
songwriter. 


He’s currently one of the biggest selling 
country artists (especially in albums) and 
every single is automatic Top 10. Currently 
he is there with LEAVE THEM BOYS 
ALONE and his new single MAN OF 
STEEL is scheduled to be released shortly. 





The year was 1948. The first telecast of a 
major American Symphony orchestra took 
place on March 20 and later opera was 
televised for the first time from the stage of 
the Metropolitan Opera House in New 
York on November 29. Baseball legend 
Babe Ruth died of cancer on August 16. 
Harry Truman defeated Tom Dewey in one 
of the greatest political upsets of all time in 
November. 


Top motion pictures of the year included 
Apartment for Peggy, Hamlet, Easter 
Parade and Treasure of the Sierra Madre. 
The top boxoffice stars were Bing Crosby, 
Bob Hope and Betty Grable. Top books of 
the year included The Big Fisherman, The 
Young Lions and How To Stop Worrying 
and Start Living. Dinah Shore had the Top 
Pop record with Buttons and Bows and 


tes a he ir: 


EDDY ARNOLD 


The Tennessee Plowboy 


In fact, Eddy had the top four records of 
1948. With the exception of One Has My 
Name by Jimmy Wakely, which was in the 
number 1 spot for three weeks, every 
number one record that year was an Eddy 
Arnold record. It was his greatest year in a 
career that so far has spanned nearly four 
decades and produced total sales of over 
100 million records. 


Eddy is a classy man, a private man, and 
one of the few genuine country music 
legends. He is also a man of very high raw 
intelligence, a bright man who thinks quick- 
ly on his feet. He has always believed in 
thorough preparation and he leaves no 
stone unturned. In his recording career, he 
invented the term professional. And he con- 
sistently exemplified the word excellence. 


and repertoire that sired several of the finest 
performances in C&W history. 


Though he is charming and friendly, he is 
not really a highly interesting man. With in- 
terviewers he gives the impression that he is 
completely open with them without disclos- 
ing anything about himself. He is expert at 
evading and hedging all questions about his 
private life. His autobiography, It’s A Long 
Way From Chester County, published in 
1969 by Hewitt House is very disappoint- 
ing. 


No small part of Eddy’s early success is 
due to the management of Colonel Tom 
Parker, a roly-poly pitchman, quick with a 
quip and a smile, and a penchant for bally- 
hoo. There was no end to his audacity. 
Many misjudged him to their sorrow when 





The crafty Parker was prepared to go all the 
way in show business with anybody. As Ed- 
dy mentioned in his autobiography, ‘‘When 
he managed me, it was always exclusive 
management by Thomas A. Parker. When 
Tom’s your manager, he’s all you. I once 
said to him when he was managing me, 
‘Tom, why don’t you get yourself a hob- 
by—play golf, go boating, or something?’ 
He looked me straight in the eye and said, 
‘You’re my hobby.’ ’’ Parker managed Ed- 
dy from 1944 to 1953 when the relationship 
dissolved over an incident that neither man 
will discuss publicly. The general feeling is 
that Parker overplayed his hand and lost. 


Richard Edward Arnold was born on 
May 15, 1918, near Henderson, Tennessee, 
in Chester County, about 150 miles from 


era, deeply in debt. It made a profound im- 
pact on him. Years later when he was in the 
big money, he wrote in his autobiography, 
“T always had the feeling in those days that 
maybe it wouldn’t last; maybe I should save 
as much as I could. I always had a horror of 
winding up a pauper, and even more so 
later in life. . . . 1 guess maybe my fear of 
winding up as a pauper goes back to seeing 
my daddy’s farm sold out from under us. I 
don’t know I just know the fear was very 
real.’ Today Eddy has a reputation as an 
excellent businessman. 


His professional career as a singer began 
when he was about 17. During the late 
1930’s he teamed with Speedy McNatt, 
playing club dates wherever they could find 
a job. But he was always ambitious and he 
knew he could do much better. In addition 
he was a hard worker. Today he still works 
hard because it is a habit. He was born with 
a desire to make good. 


In 1940, at the age of 22, he joined up 
with Pee Wee King and his Golden West 
Cowboys. During one of their engagements 
in Louisville, Kentucky, he met a girl nam- 
ed Sally, who was later to become his wife. 
They were married on November 28, 1941, 
and today, 42 years later, they are still 
together. She is a strikingly beautiful 
woman. 


By 1943, Pee Wee had managed to land a 
spot on WSM in Nashville but Eddy had 
decided to strike out on his own. He per- 
suaded Harry Stone, then program director 
at the station, to give him his own show. 
Gradually Stone used Eddy on other WSM 
programs and finally put him on the Grand 








Ole Opry. 

Stone was also instrumental in getting 
Eddy an audition with RCA Victor through 
his connections with Fred Forster in 
Chicago. (All country music at this time 
was recorded outside of Nashville). 


Although his contract with Victor was 
signed in 1943, the musician’s union strike 
prevented Eddy from recording until 
December 1944, By that time he had teamed 
with Parker. His first record was Mommy, 
Please Stay Home With Me which Victor 
released on their Bluebird label, in January 
1945. The company maintains that it sold 
85,000 copies. That figure sounds a little in- 
flated but we’ll take their word for it. His 
next record, Many Tears Ago (a far 
superior song) sold only half that amount. 


Eddy’s first top 10 record was Each 
Minute Seems A Million Years in June 
1945. It was not much of a song, however. 
It was a year before he got another one. He 
connected with All Alone In This World 
Without You which entered the top 10 in 
July 1946. It was not much either. 


Three months later, he got his first 
bonafide hit with That’s How Much I Love 
You. It was backed with Chained To A 
Memory and both were top 10. It was his 
first million seller. Eddy himself refers to 
1946 as his ‘‘golden year.’’ So it was. It was 
the beginning of Eddy Arnold’s domination 
of the country charts that lasted for years. 


But not everything he recorded clicked. 
He had a nice version of Fred Rose’s J Talk 
To Myself About You which did nothing. 
He did a beautiful rendition of Rocking 





Alone (in an old rocking chair) which failed 
to chart. Seven Years With The Wrong 
Woman which should have been a big one 
was also a loser. And many of his B sides 
were downright duds. Songs like J’// Have 
To Live And Learn, You Must Walk The 
Line and Be Sure There’s No Mistake. And 
his signature song, Cattle Call, coupled 
with J Walk Alone amazingly enough did 
not chart either. But basically Eddy’s selec- 
tion of songs in those years were of a very 
high caliber. 


One other factor that greatly contributed 
to Eddy’s huge success in those late 1940’s 
was Tom Parker’s convincing Ralston 
Purina to sponsor Eddy on his own pro- 
gram five days a week on Mutual Broad- 
casting coast-to-coast. The name of the 
show was Checkerboard Square, a quarter- 
hour show each day at noon which featured 
Eddy and other top names at the time. The 
show was tremendously successful and it 
made Eddy Arnold a household word. 


Eddy kicked off 1947 with another good 
song: What Is Live Without Love? It 
entered the top 10 in March and in May he 
had another two-sided top 10 smash with 
Fred Rose’s It’s A Sin and I Couldn’t 
Believe It Was True which was recorded by 
Willie Nelson on his Red Headed Stranger 
album. His biggest song on 1947 though 
was I'll Hold You In My Heart which 
entered the top 10 in August and held the #1 
position from November 15, 1947 through 
March 27, 1948, a total of 21 weeks. It com- 
pletely overshadowed another good top 10 
song in November 1947—To My Sorrow. 


Then 1948 produced Texarkana Baby 
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backed with Bouquet Of Roses. Anytime 
backed with What A Fool I Was (all four 
were top 10). Other hits that year included 
A Heart Full Of Love, My Daddy Is Only A 
Picture and Then I Turned And Walked 
Slowly Away. : 


1949 was another good year for him. He 
had eight top 10 records with three of them 
going to number I. Don’t Rob Another 
Man’s Castle was the first to make it in 
March. Penned by Jenny Lou Carson (who 
also wrote Chained To A Memory, Many 
Tears Ago, Christmas, Lovebug Itch and 
Echo Of Your Footsteps for him) it is one 
of the best written songs of all time and Ed- 
dy’s performance was just right. It was also 
a big hit for Ernest Tubb. 


The next was One Kiss Too Many (June), 

a vastly overrated song which would have 

, done nothing for anybody else. The final 

was I’m Throwing Rice (August) and it was 

fantastic. It would have to rate as one of 
Eddy’s top 10 recordings of all time. 


Eddy had seven top 10 records in 1950 
but none of them were really that in- 
teresting with the exception of Take Me In 
Your Arms And Hold Me (a recent top 10 
for Jim Reeves). None of them went to 
number one. But he did make a couple of 
motion pictures that year—Fuedin Rhythm 
and Hoedown—which were substantial 
money-makers. Parker was testing the 
Hollywood waters and he later used his 
connections to launch Presely’s film career. 
Acting was not Eddy’s forte. However in 
restrospect—this is somewhat puzzling as 

| he was loaded with good looks and sex ap- 
' peal in those days. 






























* denotes #1 


EACH MINUTE SEEMS A MILLION YEARS 


ALL ALONE IN THTS WORLD WITHOUT you 
CHAINED TO A MEMORY 
THAT'S HOW MUCH I LOVE you * 


WHAT IS LIFE WITHOUT LOVE? * 
IT'S A SIN * 

1 COULDN'T BELIEVE IT WAS TRUE 
I'LL HOLD yOu IN MY HEART * 

TO MY SORROW 





MOLLY. DARLING 
ANYTIHE * 
WHAT A FOOL T WAS 

TEXARKANA BABY * 

BOUQUET OF ROSES * 

JUST A LITTLE LOVIN" 

A HEART FULL OF LOVE 

MY DADDY IS ONLY A PICTURE 

I TURNED AND WALKED SIOWLY AWAY 


DON'T ROB ANOTHER MAN'S CASTLE * 
ONE KISS TOO MANY * 

I'M THROWING RICE * 
C-H-R-1-S-T-M-A-S 

ECHO OF YOUR FOOTSTEPS 

SHOW ME THE WAY TO YOUR HEART 
WILL SANTA COME TO SHANTY TOWN? 
THERE'S NOT A THING 1 WOULDN'T 00 
























CUDDLE BUGGIN' BABY 
ENCLOSED ONE BROKEN HEART 

LITTLE ANGEL WITH A DIRTY FACE 
MOMMY AND DADDY BROKE MY HEART 
LOVEBUG ITCH 

TAKE ME IN YOUR ARMS AND HOLD ME 
WHY SHOULD T CRY? 


THERE'S BEEN A CHANGE IN ME * 
KENTUCKY WALTZ * 

I WANT TO PLAY HOUSE WITH you * 
HEART STRINGS 

SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING NEW 
SOMEBODY'S BEEN BEATIN? MY TIME 


EASY ON THE EYES 
FULL TIME JOB 
OLDER AND BOLDER 

BUNDLE OF SOUTHERN SUNSHINE 





EDDY’S SONG * 
FREE HOME DEMONSTRATION 
MAMA , COME GET YOUR BABY BOY 






HEP CAT BABY 
I REALLY DON'T WANT TO KNOW 
MY EVERYTHING 

THIS 1S THE THANKS TI GET 














CATTLE CALL * 
I'VE BEEN THINKING 
THE RICHEST MAN 
THAT 00 MAKE IT NICE 
TWO KINOS OF LOVE 






TROUBLE IN MIND 
yOu DON'T KNOW ME 


TENNESSEE STUD 


















A LITTLE HEARTACHE 
DOES HE MEAN THAT MUCH TO YOU? 
AFTER LOVING YOU 

TEARS BROKE OUT ON ME 





I THANK MY LUCKY STARS 
MOLLY 
JEALOUS HEARTED “ME 


WHAT'S HE DOING IN MY WORLD? * 
MAKE THE WORLD GO AWAY * 






I WANT TO GO WITH you * 
SOMEBODY LIKE NE * 
THE LAST WORD IN LONESOME 
TIP OF.NY FINGERS 






LONELY AGAIN * 
MISTY BLUE * 
TURN THE WORLD AROUND * 














HERE COMES HEAVEN 
HERE COMES THE RAIN 

IT'S OVER : 

THEN. YOU CAN TELL ME GOODBYE * 


THEY JUST DON'T MAKE LOVE 
PLEASE DON'T GO 


GOODBYE 

LET'S GET IT WHILE THE GETTIN'S GOOD 
THAT’S WHAT 1 GET FOR LOVING YOU 
DON'T 1O0K. NOW? "9%" 3 






In 1951, Eddy’s material took a dramatic 
turn for the worse. Even though it wasn’t 
apparant immediately, there was just no 
way you could compare those clunkers like 
I Want To Play House With You, There's 
Been A Change In Me, and Older and 
Bolder with songs like Cold, Cold Heart 
and Wild Side Of Life. Most of them were 
from the pen of Cy Coben. The most 
ridiculous one of all was Eddy’s 
Song—which consisted of titles from his big 
hits of the past. Utter nonsense!!!! 


Along with the fact that he severed his 
relationship with Parker in 1953, these less 
than quality songs contributed to his steady 
decline in the mid-1950’s. Even when he 
had good material like Don Robertson’s J 
Really Don’t Want To Know (surely his all- 
time greatest song) he was not able to take it 
to number one. Although it was a big hit, 
the song would surely have had double sales 
five years earlier. The same goes for This Is 
The Thanks I Get (which he had originally 
recorded in 1948) and especially How’s the 
World Treating You? A classic song and 
performance. And it didn’t even chart. 
Another good one was Just Call Me 
Lonesome in 1955. 


But those good days were few and far 
between. Mostly it was Hep Cat Baby, 
Mama, Come Get Your Baby Boy and That 
Do Make It Nice. 


Eddy began to experiment. He did duets 
with Jaye P. Morgan (Mutual Admiration 
Society). He recorded Cattle Call with 
Hugo Winterhalter’s orchestra. It went to 
number one on the charts but it caused no 
small stir among the country fans that he 
was deserting them. He even tried some 
Rock & Roll with songs like Rockin Mockin 
Bird (‘‘He chirps his song with a crazy 
beat’). His singles which at one time 
automatically sold 500,000 or more were 
not even doing half that figure. His last top 
10 in the mid-1950’s was Cindy Walker’s 





You Don’t Know Me. It just barely made it. 
(Mickey Gilley had a number one smash of 
it recently). Then his career hit rock bot- 
tom, thanks in large part to Elvis and the 
Rock explosion. 


Eddy went through a period of reflec- 
tion. He was now in his late thirties and the 
music business was basically a teenage 
market. He continued to record but it was 
nearly six years later before he hit big again 
although he had a nice record on Tennessee 
Stud in 1959, a folk song written by an 
Arkansas schoolteacher Jimmie Drift- 
wood—who also wrote The Battle of New 
Orleans. 


His big comeback. record was Eddie 
Miller’s After Loving You, a superb song 
with Eddy right on the mark. He followed 
that with Don Robertson’s Does He Mean 
That Much To You—also a great song. 
Then he hit with What’s He Doing In My 
World? and finally Make The World Go 


Away in 1965 made his a giant name in both 
country and pop all over again. The success 
of that inspired him to record a whole 
album of songs with the word ‘‘world’’ in 
them. Entitled My World it quickly went 
gold. In 1966, Eddy Arnold became the 7th 
member to be inducted into the CMA Hall 
of Fame. 


Eddy’s second career continued in high 
gear until 1970. He recorded some nice 
songs, did a lot of TV appearances and con- 
certs and had a lot of other,singers trying to 
emulate his new sound. Two of his best per- 
formances from that time include Mickey 
Newbury’s Here Comes the Rain Baby and 
Hank Cochran’s Since December—both ex- 
cellent songs. 


He switched from RCA to MGM in the 
early 1970’s but it was not a good move. 
Although he remained popular in concerts, 
his records were not making it that big. He 
re-signed with RCA. Then in 1980, he came 
back big with four top 10 songs, bringing 
his total number to 84 with 22 of them 
reaching the number one position. It is a 
record not likely to ever be broken. 


Today at 65, still muscular and hand- 
some, Eddy looks as good as ever—at least 
10 years younger than his age. Regarding 
the future, one would indeed be foolish to 
ever count him out. Though only 
periodically now does he show flashes of 
the old Eddy Arnold, it’s still there. If only 
he would devote more time and care to the 
selection of his material. 


But if he were to begin to show signs of 
fatigue, to be a little winded, he is certainly 
entitled to be out of breath. It has been a 
marathon race which has lasted nearly 40 
years and that is a long time for a man in his 
66th year to still be running. And he will 
always be special to a whole generation of 
people who have memories of those 1940’s 
and The Tennessee Plowboy. 
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SUBSCRIBE NOW!!! 


the perfect 
for all 


COUNTRY MUSIC INQUIRER 
P.O. Box 90462 
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They Said It Couldn’t Be Done... 


Build a Quality Studio Environment 
Without Building in Inflationary Prices 


We’ve taken a studio (formerly called Music City Recorders) 
that’s already famous for cutting hits such as “Rose Colored 

Glasses” and redesigned, upgraded and added all kinds of 
new equipment. ; 


Control Room 


UREI 813A MONITORS 
UREI 6500 POWER AMP 
AUDITRONICS 501 CONSOLE 
32 IN 16 BUSS 32 MONITOR 
36 FADEX AUTOMATED FADERS 
(32 IN PLUS 4 WILD FADERS FOR GROUPING) 
MCI 24 TRACK W/16 TRACK HEADS 
STUDER A80 TWO TRACK 


HARMONIZER 
VARIOUS LIMITERS/COMPRESSORS/& NOISE GATES 
YAMAHA GRAND PIANO 
HAMMOND ORGAN 
WURLITZER ELECTRIC PIANO 


3008 


821 19TH AVE. S. 
NASHVILLE, TN 37203 


615-327-4927 




































ALABAMA 


On A Roll 


As Don Williams might put it, 
ALABAMA is on a roll. After two 
phenomenally successful years, the CMA 
ENTERTAINERS OF THE YEAR for 
1982 are still red hot. At this writing, their 
newest single, LADY DOWN ON LOVE 
(written by Randy Owen) is moving like a 
bullet up the Billboard charts and seems a 
sure shot for #1, following in the footsteps 
of their previous ten singles (excluding of 
course, their Christmas record). 


All four of their albums have been cer- 
tified platinum and at least one has achiev- 
ed triple platinum status, which means it 
sold in excess of 3 million copies. 


Though some music insiders privately 
voice the opinion that these boys have 
peaked, we have yet to see any real concrete 
evidence to substantiate it. They are still 
sell-outs wherever they appear and we see 

- them as a fop attraction for at least another 
five years. 
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RECORD 
NASHVILLE! 
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Let us produce, promote and distribute your 
single or LP. Music City’s finest studios and musi- 
Clans are used in our productions. If you have 
already recorded, we offer promotional and 
distribution services. We have produced records 
featuring David Houston, Willie Nelson, Hank 
Williams’ Original Drifting Cowboys, Johnny 
Bush, Frenchie Burke, Bob Wills’ Original Texas 
Playboys, Justin Wilson, ‘Brother’? Dave Gara- 
ner, Susie Nelson (Willie’s daughter), Charlie 
Douglas and many more. Our rates are 
reasonable and you will be treated fairly. 









STAGE e STUDIOe TV | 
PROFESSIONAL LIGHTING/SOUND SUPPLIES 
FOR ALL PERFORMING ARTS: 


WE NOW CARRY-RCMA-TV MAKE UP 



























© PHOTOGRAPHY 
© TOURING GROUPS =e CINEMATOGRAPHY 
® STUDIOS 


© CHURCHES 
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°CclU e SCHOOLS 
° CONCERT LIGHTING ° TV STUDIOS 


CONSULTATION ¢ DESIGN * ENGINEERING 
SALES INSTALLATION 


DAILY & LONG TERM RENTAL 
y ) SINGLE INSTRUMENT TO FULL SYSTEM 




























A COMPLETE LINE OF 


GELS e BULBS MIRROR BALLS 
SMOKE MACHINES e STAGE MAKE-UP 
& ACCESSORIES 



















INTERSTATE 
THEATRICAL MERIT. 
LIGHTING & VISIT OUR SHOWROOM... 


SUPPLY 


1421 4TH AVENUE SOUTH 





20 Music Square West-Suite 104 
P.O. Box 25326 
Nashville, TN 37202 is 
(615) gac09n} 
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JOHNNY 
CASH 


A Good Piece 
of : 
Fine Tempered Steel 


The critics have never considered him 
much of a singer, but the country fans have 
loved him from the very beginning. For 
nearly thirty years now, he’s been one of 
the biggest superstars of them all—and he 
can still pack ’em in. Johnny got on the 
train in 1955, and like they say, he never 
came back. 


But his recording career has been on the 
dismal side for the past decade. Even his 
latest single, I’M RAGGED BUT I’M 
RIGHT, which was given a pick by 
Billboard magazine will probably not do all 
that much in the charts, even though it’s 
very good. 


But it’s still nothing like all those great 
Cash songs of the past like | WALK THE 
LINE, DON’T TAKE YOUR GUNS TO 
TOWN, FOLSOM PRISON BLUES, 
RING OF FIRE, UNDERSTAND YOUR 
MAN, THE ONE ON THE RIGHT, DAD- 
DY SANG BASS and A BOY NAMED 
SUE. Many of them were his own composi- 
tions. There was nobody anymore original 
than The Man in Black in those days. And 
nothing would give us greater pleasure than 
to see him get another number one smash. 
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The Nashville Omega Hair Transplant Clinic 
is part of a group of medical clinics 
dedicated exclusively to correcting 
baldness. At Omega, we feel that baldness is 
a condition of life that you don’t have to live 
with! For a man whose head ‘suggests 50” 
while his body is still feeling 30 (or younger), 
baldness is an unpleasant condition to con- 
tend with in our youth-oriented society. 

An Omega Hair Transplant is performed at our Clinic. The procedure is 
almost painless, in fact you can read or watch TV while it is being 
completed. 

The transplant itself is quite simple — hairgraphs taken from the back 
are carefully inserted in the bald area. 

All Omega Hair Transplants are performed by our well-trained staff 
doctor and his medical team. When completed, your Omega Hair 
Transplant will be natural to the eye and to the touch! no other clinic 
of this kind in the South offers the experience and expertise of 
Omega! 
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For complete information call: (615) 367-2495. 


Omega Hair 
Transplant Clinic 


Two international Piaza Blvd. ¢ Suite 107 ¢ Nashville, TN 37214 
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AT HILLSBORO VILLAGE 
SINCE 1947 


CUSTOM DESIGNING IN GOLD 
DIAMONDS, WATCHES, FINE JEWELRY 
EXPERT WATCH AND JEWELRY REPAIR 


1809 21ST AVE. SO. 
NYUMA S. SHOR NASHVILLE, TN. 37212 
JEWELER (615) 383-1226 

















Randolph & 
__Rice Inc.__ 


“Don’t Guess, Get The Best” 


For The Finest in Electronics Supplies 
Proudly Serving Music City, U.S.A. 
Just A Step Away...or Call 
255-5601 


1213 McGavock St. Nashville, TN 
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Southern American 
Record Pressing Co., Inc. 


Custom Records 
Pressing Full Service 
From Tape To Disc. 


Call Collect for Prices 


BROADWAY 


305-11th Avenue South 
Nashville, TN 37203 
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Phone: (615) 256-2521 | The Barn Dinner Theatre 


8204 Highway 100 
VL tlt y VEL. SMITE N N ” Nashville, TN 37221 
LISTS ‘ Call (615) 646-3111 


AVAILABLE NOW, CURRENT LISTS TO HELP 
YOU IN YOUR MUSIC CAREER. $5.00 each or all 
four for $15.00. Nashville producers, couniry ~f 
music publishers, Talent and Booking Agencies, § . le 
or Recording Studios. 1985 Play Sa 


Mail check or money order to: Se ee 


LISTS Sep. 27-Oct. 15 — The Subject Was Roses 
860 Murfreesboro Rd. Oct. 18-Nov. 5 — Come Blow Your Horn 
Suite # B-7 \ Nov. 8-Dec. 31 — Camelot 


Nashville, TN 37217 
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: THE 
COOKIE JAR TALENT AGENCY nes 


RT.2 BOX 332-40 
LAKE GENEVA, WI 53147 


HOW SWEET IS IS TO HAVE A SHORTCUT TO 
NASHVILLE PUBLISHERS & RECORD 


PRODUCERS. 
Cookte fakes 


¢ SONGWRITERS ¢ SINGERS e MUSICIANS 



















OHONEYS, 


ONE OF NASHVILLE'S FINEST 
LOCATED IN THE HEART OF MUSIC ROW 


@ 150 Luxurious Rooms @ Color TV @ Game Room @ Pool 
e Extra Length Beds @ Meeting Rooms @ Executive Suites 
© Steam Baths @ Room Service @ Commercial Rates @ 
Family Rates @ Group Rates @ Major Credit Cards Accepted 
Only walking distance from the world-famous 

%& Hall of Fame * Wax Museum % Car Collectors 

Souvenirs—Records—Gifts—Hank Williams, Jr—M-Mel Tillis- 
Loretta Lypnn—Conway Twitty 
Log Cabin—Dolly Parton—Alabama 


15 MINUTES FROM OPRYLAND USA 


Convenient to—Downtown, State Capitol—Printers Alley— 
Ryman Auditorium—tThe Parthenon—Vanderbilt University— 
the places you come to Music City to visit. 


FOR RESERVATIONS AND INFORMATION 
(615) 259-9977 


TOLL FREE 1-800/251-8808 FROM ALA., ARK., GA., MISS:, 
MN Nf KV ANN VA 


EXPRESS 


Your Record Direct To 

Major and Secondary Radio Stations 
TALLMADGE MAILING SERVICE ~S;-—_ 
38 Music Square East No.117 74 


Nashville, TN 37203 | 
242~7587 


Contact : BARBARA 























--Roger Miller-- 
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¢ KING OF THE ROAD ¢ ENGLAND SWINGS ¢ DANG ME 
e CHUG-A-LUG * WALKIN’ IN THE SUNSHINE 
e HALF A MIND e INVITATION TO THE BLUES 
e WHEN TWO WORLDS COLLIDE ¢ BILLY BAYOU 
e IN THE SUMMERTIME ¢ HUSBANDS AND WIVES 
e ’VE BEEN A LONG TIME LEAVIN’ 
e THE LAST WORD IN LONESOME 





Roger Miller, like Kris Kristofferson, had a short career as a songwriter but it 
was certainly a great one. He started out as a strictly country writer in the 
1950's and ended up writing some of the biggest hits of the 1960's. (Kris was 
strictly a country writer in the 1960's and wrote some of the biggest songs of the 
1970's). Roger’s career is really divided between Before and After Dang 
Me! He was a most clever lyric writer -- one of the very best in the history of 
country music -- and extremely good at playing on words. 

His first recording of note was Invitation To The Blues by Ray Price in 
mid-1958. It was a chart record for him but it would have been a giant hit but for 
the fact that it was the B-side of City Lights. In October he hada top 10 with 
Half A Mind by Ernest Tubb and in November Jim Reeves had a number 1 
recording of Billy Bayou. 

In 1959, he wrote Home for Jim and it was a top 10 record. The following 
year Andy Williams recorded In The Summertime (you don’t want my 
love). Roger himself had a top 15 country hit with it on RCA. 


In early 1961, Faron Young had a top 30 record withA World So Full Of 


Love and in mid-1961, Roger had a top 10 record himself on When Two 
Worlds Collide, a song he co-wrote with Bill Anderson. (Jim Reeves had a 
top 10 record with it again in 1969). It was two years before he had another chart 
record, with Lock, Stock And Teardrops (a simply fantastic song) which 


went to only 26 in Billboard. Some of the other songs he recorded for RCA’ 


during the early 1960's include I Catch Myself Cryin’, I'll Pick Up My 
Heart And Go Home, The Swiss Maid, Burma Shave, [Know Who 
It Is, Hey, Little Star, I'll Be Somewhere and Hitch-Hiker (which 
should have been a big one). But his masterpiece from that time was Sorry 
Willie -- it is a first-class piece of writing. 


Roger also wrote a lot of songs for other artists during those years. These 
include A Golden Tear (Jimmy Elledge), I’m Just Killing Time (Rex 
Allen), How Do You Tell It To A Child (Jean Shephard), Tall, Tall 
Trees (George Jones), A Heartache For A Keepsake (Kitty Wells), 
When Your House Is Not A Home (Jean Shephard), Into My Arms 
Again, A World I Can’t Live In, and Tranished Angel. Hank Cochran 
had a nice recording of Private John Q. and Burl Ives recorded with some 
success The Moon Is High. Both were really clever songs and show Roger at 
his best at playing on words. Charlie Louvin had a nice record of Less And 
Less. 


In 1964, Roger signed with SMASH records (a subsidiary of Mercury) and 
recorded an album of left field songs. He then moved to California to study 
acting. Smash released Dang Mel! as a single and the rest, as they say, is 
history. It was a smash country/pop hit and sold over a million records. Roger 
Miller collected five Grammy awards that year. 

His next single was Chug-A-Ludg. It too went to the top of the country and 
pop charts and sold a million copies. Rounding out 1964 was Do-Wacka-Do - 
- clever, but obviously inferior to the previous two. 


In early 1965 he released King Of The Road and that song became his © 


meal ticket for the rest of his life. He sold over two million copies and collected 
six Grammy awards for it. It was a fantastic hit also in England. 

Roger was at his peak during these years. He had hit after hit on original 
songs. There was Engine, Engine #9, Kansas City Star, My Uncle 
Used To Love Me, and Walkin’ In The Sunshine. He sold a million 
records on England Swings. And there were any number of good songs on 
his first two albums for Smash, such as Low’s Got The Flu, Hard-Headed 
Me, The Good Old Days, Train Of Life, This Town, and Squares 
Make The World Go Round. 





Roger was a very versatile writer. He could break your heart or make you 
laugh, with his zany sense of humor. One Dyin’ And A Burying was a 
masterpiece; so was You Can‘t Rollerskate In A Buffalo Herd. Yet 
they are totally opposite types. Two of his best songs of that period were 
released back to back: Husbands And Wives and I've Been A Long 
Time Leavin’. 

Other people continued to record his songs. Eddy Arnold had a top 10 with . 
The Last Word In Lonesome Is Me; The Browns had a chart record on 
Meadowgreen. But Roger was typecast as a novelty writer and his days were 
numbered. Also he really didn’t write much after the 1960's. 

Only seldom did he reveal the genius he possessed in the 1970’s. When he 
recorded, he mainly relied on other writers’ songs. But he did have a big hit with 
Open Up Your Heart (co-written with Buddy Killen) and Old Toy Trains: 
is a marvelous little song that should have become a Christmas standard. 
Others that should be mentioned as examples of good writing include Toliver 
and A Million Years Or So. 

Roger is only 47\so we are not counting him out yet. Perhaps one day he may 
just decide to pick up the pen and pad again and turn out some more 
masterpieces. 





26 


pooooocoooo0oooo0o0o0o0co00o000N0000000000000000000000000000000000000000 000000000007 n0000000000000000000§ 


daca ea aac aa as ci a nla Ane i cath Se | 


oa 


oDDoDDDooDoDDDODDDOOODOOOODDOOODoOOOOoOoOoOoOoOooOoOoooOoOoOoOooOooOoOoOooOoOoONogoooNoooo0CoOoOooo00g oo ooooooo0o0oooo0o0o000000000g02020000 


Like The Country Music Explosion 


COUNTRY 
SONG 
ROUNDUP 


Is Getting Bigger 


And Better 
All The Time! 


Don’t miss out on your subscription to the all- 
new Country Song Roundup, the most complete 
country music magazine on the market today. 
Country Song Roundup now features: 

*More pages 

*More photos 

*More interviews 

*More words to songs 
*More of everything you enjoyed before 

Country Song Roundupis respected by both the 
fans who read it and the stars who are featured in 
it. It covers the world of country music so com- 
pletely that nothing else even comes close. 

Each month, Country Song Roundup carries 
up-to-date features on the stars who make country 
music come alive. Interviews with people like 
Dolly Parton, Loretta Lynn, Kenny Rogers, Merle 


Haggard, Charley Pride, Dottie West, Alabama, 


Conway Twitty, and more, are packed into each 
issue of Country Song Roundup. 

In addition, Country Song Roundup covers 
reviews of the latest albums and carries candid 
photos that can’t be found anyplace else. An added 
bonus is the popular question and answer section 
with country superstar Rill Anderson. . 

After you read through one issue of the new 
Country Song Roundup, you'll see for yourself 
that it’s the best country music magazine that your 
money can buy. 

Don't be left behind when the all-new Country 
Song Roundup hits the newsstands. Order your 
subscription today! 
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~ DOLLY PARTON: 


Anchored 





oe ee eee eee eee e see eee ee eeeeneeseea=4y 


COUNTRY SONG ROUNDUP Dept. CMI 
CHARLTON BLDG., DERBY, CONN. 06418 
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1 Cash 0 Check O Moneyorder O 
: Canada please add 25'%.-foreign 50% 
' 0 $9.00 for 6 issues 

! 0 $1700 for 12 issues 

‘ New Subscription (check one) O Renewal 
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Please enter my subscription to COUNTRY SONG 
ROUNDUP today 





Gentlemen: Enclosed is 
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ARNO PACE 


A HALF CENTURY IN COUNTRY MUSIC 


There aren’t many of them left—the old 
_ Jimmie Rodgers type of singer who still sing 
about a simpler time in this country, of 
_ freight trains and hobos and prisons. Arno 
_ Pace is one of.those old dinosaurs. 


In 1929 when Rodgers was at the peak of 
his popularity with T. FOR TEXAS, Arno 
was a 13 year old youngster living in Wig- 
gins, Mississippi, just south of Meridian, 
where the old Blue Yodeler himself was 
born. Jimmie’s music had a profound in- 
fluence on Pace. 


He bought a Sears guitar, taught himself 
to play it, and began to entertain locally. By 
1934 he was so good that he was invited by 
the late Lew Childre to go on a tour with 
him. When it was over, Pace headed for 
New Orleans where he sang in clubs and 
had a morning show on WDSU radio. He 
also recorded a few songs but none of them 
were ever released. 


Jimmie Rodgers died the following year 
of TB and Arno was determined to carry on 
the tradition of THE SINGING 
BRAKEMAN. By 1938 he had his own 
show on WSLI in Jackson, Mississippi and 
was calling himself SLIM Pace. He also 
_ began to write many of the songs he per- 
_ formed. 


When WWDC 
Washington, D.C., 
city. Now known as THE SMILING 
COWBOY, he numbered among his 


radio opened in 





listeners President Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
Arno once received a letter from the Presi- 
dent requesting YELLOW ROSE OF 
TEXAS for his birthday. 


World War II interrupted Pace’s career 
in 1941. THe next four years were spent in 
various European countries. But Arno 
always had his guitar with him and enter- 
tained fellow servicemen. 


After his discharge, he became a 
lifeguard for a short time on Ship Island 
which was then owned in part by the 
American Legion who were planning to 
build up the Island. Pace was offered a 
managerial position. However, a disastrous 
hurricane in 1947 caused those plans to be 
permanently shelved. 


Arno got married, moved to Gulfport, 
Mississippi, got into the restaurant business 
and continued to perform locally. 


In 1962, the marriage was terminated and 
he moved to California where he became a 
regular on the SQUEEKIN DEACON 
SHOW on radio KFOX in Los Angeles. He 
now called himself AL PACE. 


He wasn’t happy in California, so he 
returned to his native Mississippi where he 
continued to be a popular local entertainer. 
It was there that he met his current wife. 
Marguerite Fuller Arnett, known as K.C. 
had been the wife of a New England Doc- 
tor. But her life took on an exciting new 
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identity after her divorce. For seven years 


she was involved in mountain climbing, 
desert crossing, rapids shooting and cross- 
country bicycling. Arno met her when she 
stopped in Gulfport on a_ three-week 
stopover and was painting a boat in the har- 
bor. 


In the late 1970s, Arno was invited to 
Nashville to do some singles for producer 
publisher Jean Zimmerman. He also did a 
single for the late Joe Heathcock. Then he 
became acquainted with Raymond Hall 
who had just been released from prison 
after 55 years. Hall was the writer of many 
of Jimmie Rodgers’ biggest hits. They 
became good friends and began to co-write 
songs. In 1979 Arno recorded an album of 
their collaborations. 


For the past two years, Arno has per- 
formed at the National Hobo Convention 
in Britt, Iowa. His hobo name is NAT- 
CHEZ TRACE. Also this past summer, he 
had his own daily show at Studio A in 
Nashville. He is scheduled to perform at 
Hobo Day to be held at the Casey Jones 
museum in Vaughn, Mississippi on 
September 29 and then at the Casey Jones 
Festival in Jackson, Mississippi on October 
7, 8 and 9. 


His plans for the future include recording 
another album shortly and continuing to do 
more of what he’s done for the past 50 
years now—writing and singing nostalgic 
songs about hobos and trains. 


7 Custom Records & Tapes we. 


COVER DESIGN — LP & 45 PRESSING 
CASSETTE AND EIGHT TRACK MANUFACTURING 


CRT offers complete custom packaging on all orders. 


Jackets, record label or tape labels designed by our complete, in- 
house art department. 


Quality, customer service, expediency and close personal attention are 
guaranteed in the manufacturing of your order. 


Take advantage of what Nashville has to offer! Producer, studios, 
musicians and singers. 


CRT's pticing is very competitive in the custom market. We strive to 
keep our prices as low as possible, maintaining the highest quality. 





CRT is committed to provide the best services. Our customers deserve 
and expect no less. 


Call for personal quote today our TOLL FREE NUMBER 1-800-453-2533 
In Tennessee call (615) 320-0517 * 320-1115 © 320-1270 
3 or write 
CRT, CUSTOM RECORDS & TAPES, INC. * 63 MUSIC SQUARE WEST @ NASHVILLE, TN. 37203 





















BEST WESTERN HALL OF FAME 


2 4 2 1 S 31 1407 Division Street 
= Nashville, Tennessee 37203 
= el ( 
OS ot oo os EE 
(THE BEST PLACE TO STAY IN NASHVILLE) 


LIVE COUNTRY AND WESTERN ENTERTAINMENT 


SPECIAL 


PACKAGE 
FOR THE COMMERCIAL TRAVELER 


CORPORATE RATE INCLUDES: 
FREE BREAKFAST (ANYTHING OFF OF THE MENU) 


FREE NEWSPAPER DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR 














SOUND TRACK LOUNGE 





NOW APPEARING AT THE HALL OF FAME’S 
— Soundtrack Lounge— 
Recording Artist 


: THOBSON SMITH 
s HOBSON’S CHOICE 





Nashville’s #1 Country Music Group 


You'll never know who you will see at the Hall Roriatonation Wilte or Gail 


of Fame Soundtrack Lounge. HALL OF FAME 
moror iin === 


= = 
1407 Division Street 

Nashville, Tennessee 37203 
615/242-1631 
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BARBARA MANDRELL 
SPUN GOLD MCA SOLID GOLD SUCCESS 

The cover picture alone makes this album worth the price but there are a lot of good songs 
here too including her last smash hit IN TIMES LIKE THESE and her newest single, ONE OF 
A KIND PAIR OF FOOLS: And there are three new ones from the pen of ace songwriters 
KYE FLEMING and DENNIS MORGAN—“AS WELL AS CAN BE EXPECTED,” 
“LOVELESS” and ‘CRYING ALL THE WAY TO THE BANK.’’ What else could you 
want? Barbara is a true superstar but you don’t have to be a fan to enjoy this one. 





JOHNNY RODRIGUIZ 
FOR EVERY ROSE EPIC 


STRAIGHT OFF THE ASSEMBLY LINE 


: Well his big hit of FOOLIN’ is here, the new single HOW COULD I LOVE HER SO 
MUCH? is here, there’s a nice Tom T. Hall song I’M NOT LIVIN’ WITH HER MEMORY 
ANYMORE, Rodney Crowell’s VICTIM OR FOOL, Hank Williams, Jr.’s old ELEVEN 
ROSES but everything else is pretty mere and very predictable. Nothing to get all that excited 
about. However Johnny is hot right now and his many fans should make this album a good 
solid seller. _By the way, the cover Picture is excellent. 


By Bill Davis 
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Recorded Live at The Grand Ole Opry, House 


TOM T. HALL 





TOM T. HALL 
IN CONCERT RCA RIGHT ON TARGET 

There is no more difficult artist in country music to review than Tom T. Hall for the simple 
reason that any verbal description of his accomplishments must be woefully inadequate. This is 
aman to whom you must listen, not once, but many times before you begin to really appreciate 
his incomparable artistry. Here he performs all his biggest hits—THE YEAR CLAYTON 
DELANEY DIED, I LIKE BEER, YOUR MAN LOVES YOU HONEY, BALLAD OF 
FORTY DOLLARS, I LOVE and OLD DOGS AND CHILDREN. 


IMENT LPS SONGS SPECIAL PRICE 


AV THE ORIGINAL MOTION PICTURE. SCUNDTRACK 


med CG 


MUSIC 
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SOUNDTRACK 
STROKER ACE MCA 


A WET FIRECRACKER 


This soundtrack album features the music from the latest Burt Reynolds motion picture of 
the same name. Since the movie fizzled at the box office, we doubt that there will be that many 
sales generated. Included here is SOUTHERN LOVING and VICTIM OF LIFE’S CIR- 
CUMSTANCES by Marshall Tucker Band, WHAT HAVE WE GOT TO LOSE? by Larry 
Gatlin and I FEEL A HEARTACHE COMIN’ ON. by Terri Gibbs. It’s not much but we did 


a _ want you to know that it is available just in«case you are interested. 


Seeeeeneneecweeeweewewwaee Cece TLE we weeweeeee. 2eeee Cee 


Yay 
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J 
Quality and Color MINUTEMAN PRESS 
make the | 5831 CHARLOTTE PIKE 
(Hill’s - Krogers Center) 
Difference NASHVILLE, TN. 37209 


(615) 352-1922 


We ship anywhere in the U.S. 
Call for quotes on 
window cards, flyers and handbills. | 
1-615-352-1922 
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BUDDIE’S 


406 12TH AVENUE SOUTH 
256-7016 
WE SPECIALIZE IN PLAIN 
OLD COUNTRY COOKING 
COME & RELAX IN OUR AIR 
CONDITIONED RESTAURANT. 
MAKE YOURSELF AT HOME. 
GOOD FOOD AND COLD, COLD BEER 
OPEN FROM 6:00 AM - 8:00 PM 
MONDAY — FRIDAY 


JUST AROUND THE CORNER FROM THE 
HALL OF FAME. 
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Complete Laundry 
eDry Cleaning 


feSuede & Leather 
Cleaning 


Keepsake Process 
(wedding dresses, 
costumes, etc.) 


e Alterations 













hiteWay 
Cleaners 


for the feelin’ of fresh... 


1200 Villa Place 
Phone 327-4200 













Johnny ‘K’ 
(KOVAL) 


P.O. Box 120891 
Nashville. TN 37212 


615/297-9333 
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The World's Best Selling Book 


The ) 
Bible.. 


CASSETTE TAPE 








Five Popular Translations to choose from | 


* KING JAMES VERSION ¢ NEW AMERICAN 
STANDARD © NEW INTERNATIONAL 
VERSION + LIVING BIBLE VERSION 

* REVISED STANDARD VERSION 


Send Check Or 
Money Order 





P.O. Box 90462 


Nashville, TN 37209 


615-292-0734 














BOBBY CARAWAY 
p Billboards 


Survey For Week Ending 86/83 
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ALREADY RED-HOT IN TEXAS.... 


NOW BREAKING NATIONALLY! 


“DR. JONES” 


Judd #1230 


“Mr. Country’ 
















JUDD RECORDS 
1300 Division 
Nashville, TN 37203 
(615) 255-6090 


recommended 


im BOBBY CARAWAY—Dr. Jones (2:17); producers: Jimmy 
Capps, Roland Jones; writer: Bobby Caraway; publisher: 
White Wing, BMI; Judd 1230 (Nashville, Tenn.) 


































Terry DeWayne Nesbett 


The Nesbetts & Tom James 
Have recorde= Love & Gospel songs in 
Nashville, for Country Sound Corp. Label. 235 
A, Leonard Ave., Nashville, TN 37205 — phone 
615-298-3216. The cassette named Burning 
Memories Keep On Shining on for sale in 
Nashville, Birmingham and other record shops 
also. The artists have a supply of the recording 
on their personal appearances. 









ACE PICK UP & DELIVERY 


6112 Terry Drive, P.O. Box 90462 Nashville Tenn. 37209 


Delivery GUARANTEED within 4 hours 
833-4404 


Rates: $5.00 & up 





TWO FULL COLOR GIFT CATALOGS 


14K Gold Jewelry, Sterling Silver, Rings, Necklaces, Earrings, 
Watches, Radios, Stereos, TV’s, Tools, Many Household Items. 


All for a Fantastic Savings in these Catalogs 


MANY BEAUTIFUL GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS 


Send *4.00 to CRYSTAL ENTERPRISE’S 
P.0. Box 23186 
Lansing, Michigan 48909 


RECEIVE A FULL *10.00 REFUND CERTIFICATE 
FOR, FIRST ORDER Soe 


TALENT SEARCH EXECUTIVES 


L. James Miller 
President of Keystone Records and 
J. Franklin Dennis, Vice Presdident 


MEET WITH ROY HALL 


and make an agreement for producing 
under the Judd Record Label 








FIRESIDE 1S LOCATED 

IN THE HEART OF MUSIC ROW. 
NASHVILLE. TENNESSEE, 
813 18TH AVENUE SOUTH. 

(615) 327-1150 


Some hit records were Mitilda 
Rocking Little Angel, Silver Threads and 


Golden Needles 


Write P.O. Box 90462 
Appointment Only 
1300 Division Faron Young Bldg. 
Nashville, TN 37209 





















| Wit 
WORLDWIDE 
PROMOTIONS, INC. 





